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The New Zealand Shipping Company  
 

 

 

 

In the early part of the nineteenth century, New Zealand was a new entity when it 

came to the world of shipping while steamships were in their infancy, and the only 

ships that could travel from the UK to the Antipodes were those of sail. Sailing 

passenger ships were the order of the day, and increasing numbers of them were 

carrying migrants, mails and cargoes from Europe to New Zealand and Australia. In 

the year of 1873 the population of NZ was sparse at 287,750, and for an increase in 

numbers its government needed immigrants. But because of the Aussie gold rush 

which began in 1851, it was Australia where most of the migrants wanted to settle. 

The biggest carriers of migrants from the mid 1850s to Australia were the Liverpool 

Yankee Clippers; those American built ships were huge, fast and relatively 

comfortable, indeed, each of them could carry three times the number of migrants that 

the general ‘packet ships’ could. Therefore, it was more appropriate for those big 

ships to run to Australia rather than New Zealand, and in part, that led to Paddy 

Henderson of Glasgow forming the Albion Line in 1856.  

 

Although Paddy Henderson began by trading to Burma in 1829 , his ships were 

similar to most of the other passenger ships in being small and unfit for human 

habitation. His was an ill found company but able to carry as many as 300 cramped 

migrants or convicts to Australia and NZ. However, two years later in 1858 two 

aspiring young men who worked for a London firm of ship brokers named Robert 

Shaw and Walter Saville, could see the financial opportunities of migrant travel and 

founded the firm of Shaw Saville & Co. They started with just two ships, but owing 

to their business enterprise they soon had a growing fleet and turned out to be just as 

parsimonious as the Albion Line in their migrant transport. Those two companies 

quickly became the major players in the trade between the UK and NZ, and at that 

particular time the fledgling New Zealand government and its merchants could only 

abide by their rules and demands. Indeed, both the Albion Line and the Shaw Saville 

Company took most of the trade and soon had a stranglehold on the New Zealand 

overseas commerce. That left the local traders with no other option than to ship their 
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goods to and from the UK with them. But eventually, and because of their 

imperfections and coercive business demands, as well as the large numbers of migrant 

deaths on their ill found unhealthy ships, the NZ merchants decided to form and 

manage their imports and exports themselves.  

 

As a consequence a meeting was held between the country’s leading merchants at 

Christchurch in 1872, and then with the financial backing from The Bank of New 

Zealand, the New Zealand Freight Company was formed. But that company and its 

component firms were short lived, because in the following year of January1873 they 

amalgamated to become The New Zealand Shipping Company. Later on in 1875,  in 

their efforts to provide migrants with a better and healthier passage to New Zealand, 

the NZ government decided they wanted to manage the whole of the migrant trade 

between the UK and NZ itself. An agreement was reached in London, but Shaw 

Saville who were already doing quite nicely from the present arrangements, and a 

firm which had a part contract would not accede. At that particular time the rates of 

passage for migrants had been increased from £14-10-0 to £16 for adults and from £8 

to £9 for children. That increase was supposed to be for the provision of better food 

and medical requirements. But the rise in fares made no difference to the numerous 

deaths on the outward bound ships.  On successful migrant passages, a ship’s captain 

was awarded £25 for his complement of migrants on top of his wages and other 

perquisites, while the surgeon was given a straight 10/- for each soul landed alive. 

 

After the NZSC had acquired a growing number of ships in the years that followed, 

both Shaw Saville & Co and the Albion Line were no longer having things their own 

way, so to alleviate their loss in trade to the NZSC, those two companies 

amalgamated in 1882. The merger resulted in the formation of the London registered  

Shaw Saville & Albion Line. To lessen any further competition with the NZSC, it 

was from 1884 that the Shaw Saville & Albion Line began a joint service with the 

White Star Line of Liverpool. Before the Shaw Saville & Albion Lines had 

amalgamated in 1884, the London firm had about twice the number of sailing ships 

that the Glasgow firm had in the Antipodes trade, so in order to balance out their 

interests, Shaw Saville retained five of their sailing ships which ran separately to 

Australia, while Paddy Henderson of Glasgow who managed the Albion Line, 

continued to run part of his fleet from Glasgow to Burma. One of those Shaw Saville 
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sailing vessels was the Isle of Man built Euterpe, an iron built 1,197 ton ship which 

they had purchased from Wakefield, Nash & Co of Liverpool in 1882. That ship 

stayed with Shaw Saville until 1889 when she was sold to J J Moore of Honolulu. 

Later on she became the Star of India and after some years in the Alaska Packing Co 

she finished up unwanted in San Diego. At the time of writing in 2010, and after great 

expense of preservation, the Star of India is presently berthed alongside as  a 

museum ship that still sails on day trips and short local excursions. 

 

However, it was from August 1872 onwards that the NZ government began a scheme 

for immigrants, and up until September 1875 there were 61,322 applications. They 

consisted of 9,887 married men, 9,898 married women, and 24,985 children with the 

rest being single adults. Their nationalities were 34,326 English, 11,974 Irish, 9,454 

Scottish, while the rest were 5,477 from other European countries. In one single year 

between June 1874 and May 1875, a total of 31,785 immigrants arrived in New 

Zealand; of these, 11,450 were carried by 33 ships of the NZSC. From 1872 until 

1995 the majority of immigrants travelled in the NZSC sailing ships. 

 

During the transition from sail to steam in the second half of the nineteenth century, 

the New Zealand Shipping Company owned and operated eighteen ships of sail 

between the years of 1873 to 1899; those ships were between 833 and 1,189 tons and 

are to some extent described in the following pages. The NZSC also chartered 

numerous other ships of sail which carried both cargoes and many thousands of 

migrants to New Zealand. Despite having had a somewhat scrambled start with their 

main rivals, The New Zealand Shipping Company soon reached a position of great 

respect and became highly regarded in the shipping world. The sailors of the day who 

manned their ships were well treated, while the NZSC officers looked down their 

noses at their counterparts from the relatively frugal and miserly Shaw Saville & 

Albion Line. Indeed, those of us who have served in both the well found NZSC and 

the parsimonious Shaw Saville & Albion Line may well agree, and that nothing 

seems to have changed in those two companies standards. However, after 100 years 

of service, the NZSC and its subsidiaries were taken over by the P&O line in 1973. In 

1985 the Shaw Saville & Albion Line ceased trading when it became fully integrated 

with the Furness Withy Group. 
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The Euterpe had been built in the Isle of Man for  Wakefield & Nash  of Liverpool, but 
they  sold  the iron built ship to Shaw Saville in 1882.  Used as a migrant s ship to New 
Zealand  she was later used in the  salmon trade in Alaska under the American flag as the 
Star of India. After being laid up  for some years the Star of India was given an exten-
sive overhaul and is presently a museum ship at San Diego. 
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The eighteen sailing ships that were owned by the NZSC.  
 

 

Name    Builder  Year   Tons  Dimensions         

 

 

White Eagle   Stephens, Glasgow  1855  879  199 x 31 x 21      

Pareora    - Ex White Eagle    1877        ,,,,,               ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

Waitara  J Reid, Glasgow  1863  833  182 x 31 x 21       

Rangitiki  Samuelson, Hull  1863  1,188  210 x 35 x 23       

City of Perth    Connell, Glasgow  1868  1,189  232 x 35 x 22      

Turakina   - Ex City of Perth   1883  ,,,,,,,,,,  ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

Waimea  Goddefroy, Hamburg 1868  848  194 x 32 x 19       

Mataura  Aitken, Glasgow  1868  853  `199 x 33 x 20      

Rakaia  Blumer, Sunderland  1873  1,022  210 x 34 x 19       

Waikato  Blumer, Sunderland  1874  1,021  210 x 34 x 19       

Waimate  Blumer, Sunderland  1874  1,124  220 x 35 x 21      

Waitangi  Blumer, Sunderland  1874  1,128  222 x 31 x 21      

Huruini      Palmers, Newcastle  1875  1,012  204 x 34 x 20      

Orari   Palmers, Newcastle  1875  1,011  204 x 34 x 20      

Otaki   Palmers, Newcastle  1875  1,014  204 x 34 x 20      

Waipa  Palmers, Newcastle  1875  1,017  204 x 34 x 20      

Wairoa  Palmers, Newcastle  1875  1,015  204 x 32 x 20      

Opawa  Stephens, Glasgow  1876  1,076  215 x 34 x 20      

Piako   Stephens, Glasgow  1876  1,075  215 x 34 x 20      

Wanganui  Stephens, Glasgow  1877  1,077  215 x 34 x 20      
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Punjaub 
 

 

 

 

There have been a number of ships sailing under the name of Punjaub, but none 

should be confused with the 883 ton ship that the NZSC chartered in 1873, and 

especially with the similarly named paddle steamer of 1,745 tons that was built at 

Bombay in 1854. Indeed, that latter Punjaub was later sold in 1862 to the Scotsman 

John Willis, registered in London and re-named ‘The Tweed.’ After having had her 

engine and paddles removed, and on being converted to a ship rigged vessel, she 

embarked on the tea trade with Cutty Sark from the same company. The Tweed 

lasted up until 18 July 1888 when she was dismasted off Algoa Bay and later broken 

up. The Tweed was designed by Oliver Lang and many of the ship’s lines were taken 

from her for the building of the Cutty Sark, Blackadder and Halloween. 

However, the first ship in which the NZSC had an interest which was also named 

Punjaub of 883 tons. She was a small iron ship built in 1862 by Richardson of 

Stockton on Tees, owned by J Knevitt & Co of London, and chartered in 1873 by the 

newly formed New Zealand Shipping Company. Reduced from a ship to a three 

masted barque she left London to load explosives at Gravesend in June 1873, and 

then under the command of Captain Renaut began the first episode of the NZSC by 

sailing towards Lyttleton, New Zealand. The little barque of just 182 feet in length 

carried 312 passengers, 200 of whom were British, 112 Danish, and a crew of 28 

which made an on board  total of 340 souls.  

The Punjaub had a fine weather passage out as far as Cape Leeuwin, and up to that 

point had made good time. But when she was just 300 miles off the New Zealand 

coast, the little ship was confronted with heavy seas and strong gales which delayed 

her. That last 300 miles which took over a week to sail caused considerable 

discomfort to the migrants in particular.  

Even though the NZSC had done its best under the circumstances, the conditions for 

that passage of 1873 must have been quite horrendous. Any of the migrant passengers 

who were able to work were obliged by their passage agreement to help out in many 
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work details; those tasks included keeping their own accommodation in good order, 

holystoning the ‘tween decks, cleaning, cooking and even helping out on deck. 

But the passage out to NZ was something of a disaster. Indeed, there were 28 deaths 

on board which included 20 children; those fatalities were mainly due to measles, 

enteritis and typhus. On the ship’s arrival at New Zealand, the badly plagued 

Punjaub was put into quarantine at Ripa Island. But as the ship lay at anchor with her 

‘Q’ flag well flying, a further eight succumbed to the deadly diseases that ravaged the 

ship. After being given a medical clearance the ship finally arrived at Lyttleton to 

discharge her cargo from London on 20 September 1873. Needless to say there 

wasn’t much cargo to unload when the ship tied up to Lyttleton, but what little there 

was came ashore in great celebration at what was to be  the completion of the NZSC’s 

first venture into the shipping world. 

The NZSC then began to spread its wings; firstly an agency was set up in London by 

Mr Charles Wesley Turner of Christchurch, and then in October 1873, three ships 

named Adamant of 815 tons, Columbus 744, and Hope 812 were chartered. A 

month later a further 18 ships were chartered and two high class clipper ships were 

bought outright for service in the company. Those two ships were the Hindustan and 

Dunfillan, which were respectively re-named Waitara and Mataura. The very first 

ship to be ordered specifically for the company was the Rakaia which came from 

Blumers of Sunderland. During the course of 1873 three more iron ships of sail came 

from the same builders, and in being named after New Zealand Rivers they were the 

Waikato, Waimate and Waitangi. 

Mr Turner the London agent then busied himself by purchasing the Scimitar and 

Dorette later to be respectively re-named Rangitiki and Waimea. Those two were 

synonymous with the later ships of the company sailing vessels by being in the 1,100 

ton bracket, each of which were able to carry over 300 passengers and migrants. The 

year of 1874 was one of massive proportions for the NZSC; indeed, 37 ships were 

owned or chartered by the company which immediately began running both ways 

with cargoes. 
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Waitara 

 
Purchased by the NZSC in 1873, the Hindustan had been built in 1863 by John Reid 

of Glasgow to the order of the British & Eastern Shipping Co. With a tonnage of 883 

her other dimensions were 182 x 31 x 21 feet. The Hindustan which sailed from 

London on 12 September 1873 arrived at Auckland on 28 December after a 108 day 

passage. After having discharged her cargo her name was changed to Waitara at 

Auckland in January 1874. Waitara is a town and river in the Taranaki region of NZ. 

On making another passage back to the UK she took a full load of migrants to NZ. 

Southland Times Monday December 27th 1875 -The NZSC ship Waitara under 

Captain Hiller left London Docks on 22nd September 1975 and anchored at the Bluff 

Heads at 10.00am on 25 December 1875; thus completing her passage from Plymouth 

in the UK to the Bluff in 85 days. The Waitara brings 214 immigrants all told and is 

reported to have a clean bill of health. However, two children died during the passage 

from UK. One of those deaths was from brain fever and the other from enteritis. The 

health and immigration officers will proceed to the Bluff this morning to make their 

usual inspection before authorising the landing of passengers. All the married people 

and young men who arrived by the Waitara were brought to town (Invercargill) by 

the special train last night. The barracks are now open for their engagement. The 

single women will be conveyed to town today 

Wellington Evening Post 29 November 1877 -The New Zealand Shipping 

Company's Waitara, under Captain Caborne arrived in Wellington from London via 

Nelson on 29th November with 214 immigrants, made up as follows, 23 married 

couples, 67 single men, 64 single women and 37 children. All immigrants 

disembarked at Nelson. She left Nelson on Sunday night after discharging her 

immigrants for the port and the West Coast. But when being towed out she stranded, 

fortunately she escaped with only slight damage. She has no immigrants for 

Wellington.  

Lyttleton Times 27 December 1879 -The Waitara endured a long passage from the 

UK to Lyttelton. She left Gravesend on 7 September, but, but due to the westerly 
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gales did not leave Start Point until twelve days later. The passage to the Cape was 

made in the good time of sixty days, which included the delay in the channel. From 

then on the Waitara experienced continuous Easterly gales and heavy seas from 

September, and then after passing the Leeuwin she was met with calms, sighting 

Stewart Island on December 19 she arriving at Lyttelton on the 24 December after 

102 days at sea.  

On her final and fatal voyage the Waitara left Gravesend on the same tide and time 

as the Hurunui on the afternoon of 24 June 1883. Waitara on her tenth voyage for 

the company was under the command of Captain Webster; he had eight passengers on 

board who had embarked at London. After both ships had dropped their pilots at 

Dungeness they beat down the Channel against South Westerly winds. At about 10 

pm on 26 June when the light was fading, and when both ships appeared to be racing 

each other, they were about 25 miles off Portland Bill. At that time both ships were 

close hauled against the westerly winds. It had been raining heavily and the moon was 

obscured by the nimbus clouds. The Hurunui was on a starboard tack while Waitara 

was on the port, and under those particular circumstances of position and wind 

direction, Waitara with her wheel hard up was the giving way ship. But Captain 

Webster was not on deck, and her second mate never took the appropriate action of 

easing the helm and letting his ship run off. In the gathering darkness Hurunui struck 

Waitara on her starboard side near her foc’sle head, and then with a massive  re-

bound struck her again on her after end in the position of the saloon. There was no 

hope of saving the Waitara. In the ensuing darkness valiant attempts were made to 

lower the boats from the Hurunui which already had one of her boats  in its gripes 

and ready to be swung out. But Waitara  with a huge gash in her side never even had 

her boats in their davits went down like a stone and sank in just two minutes. As the 

two ships were briefly locked together five of the passengers and crew from the ill 

fated ship managed to clamber on board the Hurunui’s foc’sle head, but in all,  a 

total of  16  were saved while 20 passengers and crew which included the second 

mate were lost.  

The survivors of the Waitara included Captain Webster, the first mate, one 

apprentice and thirteen others. At the enquiry which followed, Captain Webster was 

held to blame for the collision for dereliction of duty. In the first instance he did not 

comply with  company policy of having his boats in their davits when he was sailing 

in a busy fairway, which in this case was the English Channel, and secondly for not 
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taking charge of the ship when she was sailing in a dangerous situation. Most 

fortunately there was not a full complement of migrants on board; otherwise the death 

toll would have run into the hundreds. It is not known whether one or both ships were 

heading towards Plymouth to embark passengers or migrants. The damage suffered 

by the Hurunui was heavy and she had to return to London. After repairs had been 

carried out she continued her passage which took 95 days to Port Chalmers. As for 

Captain Webster, his name disappeared from the NZSC list of captains. 

 From then on however, and due to there being eight passengers already on board the 

Waitara, the NZSC embarked all migrants at Plymouth instead of London. That 

resulted in their ships being registered at Plymouth as well. The tradition of Plymouth 

registration for the NZSC ships lasted right up until 1947 when the Haparangi 

became the first NZSC ship to be registered in London for over 60 years. 
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Mataura 
 

 

 

 

This ship was built as the Dunfillan by Aitken & Mansell of Glasgow in 1868 for 

William Ross of the same port. An iron ship of 898 gross tons her dimensions were 

200 x 33 x 20. After making a voyage to New Zealand for W Ross in 1870, the 

Dunfillan was purchased in 1873 by the NZSC, and then in the following year was re

-named Mataura after a town in the Southland region of the South Island of New 

Zealand. 

During her career for the NZSC she completed 13 voyages between NZ and London. 

On her second passage from London to Nelson in 1874, disaster struck with the 

deaths of fourteen passengers. To a large extent this passage from the UK to NZ was 

due to the ship being driven so far to the South into the ice, that chilblains and 

frostbite in the freezing conditions played a big part with other ship-board maladies. 

Mataura’s best ever passage to NZ was in 1880 when she arrived at Dunedin after 76 

days from London.  

In 1881 the SS Orient of the Orient Line became the first ship to transport frozen 

meat from Australia to London using Haslam’s patent refrigeration system. On this 

the NZSC immediately saw a huge market in both the sale and transportation of lamb, 

so in June 1882 an experiment was carried out on the Mataura using the same 

process of refrigeration that the SS Orient had used. As a result Haslam’s patent dry-

air refrigeration plant was installed at the enormous cost of £5,000.  

The Mataura underwent a transformation by having the fore part of her single hold 

insulated with chambers for the impending frozen cargoes. The Haslam coal fired 

refrigerator was installed at London. On the return passage to Christchurch the 

refrigeration system was put into good testing by the crew catching fish and sea birds 

which were then placed in the cold chambers and frozen. On arrival at NZ those items 

in the freezer which were by then frozen solid were presented to the Christchurch 

Museum. On loading for the UK market the Mataura left Dunedin under Captain 

Greenstreet in June 1882 with 3,800 carcasses of sheep, plus poultry, fish and other 

perishables. During her passage to the UK where the Mataura arrived on 26 
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September 1882, the Haslam refrigerator was tested to the maximum; in the first 

instance it took 102 days to complete the run to London, added to which, was the fact 

that the ship had been caught in extremely hot and windless zones. But the 

experiment on the Mataura not only proved to be a huge and resounding success, but 

began a massive trade in the transportation of perishables which has continued right 

up to the present day. Two other sailing ships in the company which were the Opawa 

in 1882 and Turakina in 1883 also had Haslam refrigerators installed...  

However, the Mataura was not the first ship to leave NZ with a refrigerated cargo; 

that honour went to the Dunedin of the Albion Line which had left NZ two months 

before Mataura. However, in Mataura’s case where she made little or no profit on 

the new venture of refrigerated transport, the Dunedin lost heavily in not getting a 

good price for her freight.  

Wellington Evening Post 12th November 

The barque Mataura under Captain Brown arrived from London on Friday with 100 

immigrants who were landed all well. There were two deaths and one birth during the 

passage. She made a good run of 88 days. A large portion of her cargo is for 

Wellington where she will go to after discharging her Napier cargo. 

 

Wellington Evening Post 3rd December. 

The New Zealand Shipping Company's vessel Mataura arrived from London via 

Napier on Saturday 9th November after a voyage of 88 days. Her cargo for this port 

consists of about 300 tons. 

The Mataura was sold out of the company in 1895 to Captain Bruusguard of 

Drummen, Norway, for £2,800 and re-named Alida. Five years later in August 1900 

with a cargo of coal the Mataura was dismasted while on passage from Newcastle 

NSW towards Chile. On 24 August 1900 the Alida was abandoned in the Pacific 

Ocean. Because the date of her loss has been given the indication is that part if not all 

of the crew were saved. 
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The Matura was the first refrigerated ship in the NZSC.  The machinery was coal 

fired while its housing and smoking funnel can be seen  abaft the foremast, 
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Rangitiki 
 

 

Rangitiki’s first name was Scimitar, a full rigged ship that was built by Martin 

Samuelson at Hull and delivered to Finlay, Campbell & Co of Greenock in 1863. The 

three masted ship was built of iron and at 1,182 nett tons and had a length between 

perpendiculars of 210 feet a beam of 35 feet and a depth of 20 feet. She was built with 

accommodation for 300 emigrants as well as 20 first class cabins. The Scimitar was 

operated by Finlay & Campbell for nine years in the far east trade until she was 

purchased by JK Welch of South Shields in 1872. That company kept the ship for just 

one year before passing her on to the NZSC in 1873.  

 

At that time she was the largest ship in the NZSC, and after the sale had taken place in 

London, the Scimitar made a remarkably fast passage from the Channel port of 

Plymouth to Port Chalmers where she arrived on 6 March 1874. That passage with a 

full head of migrants took just 67 days land to land  and 71 days overall. It was a new 

record for a sailing ship, and one that stood for 25 years until the Shaw Saville and 

Albion ship Westland beat her record by one day. However, after Scimitar’s NZ 

arrival she was dry-docked at Port Chalmers and given a thorough overhaul, and then 

in a re-naming ceremony the speedy ship was named Rangitiki, after a small town a 

few miles North of Wellington but spelt by the locals as Rangatikei. 

 

In being the largest ship in the company the Rangitiki became the flagship of the 

small but fast growing NZSC fleet. On her first voyage under her new name she 

completed a round voyage from Wellington to London and back in six months and 27 

days. But on the downside of such a remarkable achievement, there were 26 deaths on 

the passage back to New Zealand. Those fatalities were in keeping with the normal 

maladies of measles, scarlet fever, bronchitis, enteritis and variola. There were four 

births during that passage. In 1876 Rangitiki made the same round trip in almost the 

same time of six months and 29 days. 
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Rangitiki 
 

Rangitiki in New Zealand waters. While one tug tows, the other with the smoking funnel  

is secured to her port side 
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Due to the pressure from the New Zealand Government which wanted a faster 

and more reliable service than sailing ships could provide, the NZSC and Shaw 

Saville jointly chartered the SS Stad Haarlem for an experimental round voyage 

from the UK to NZ and back in 1879. By not using the Suez Canal the steamer 

sailed via Cape Town with a full complement of 600 passengers in both 

directions. She took 57 days from London to Lyttelton bunkering at Capetown 

on each passage. Despite the operational success, however, the voyage was not 

profitable and Shaw Saville pulled out. That was because between the two 

companies and the NZ government, no additional subsidies were given for the 

running of steamships.  

But due to the massive trade where speed was most essential, the NZ 

Government continued to push for a steam service, simply because, they thought 

that such a faster, safer and more comfortable service would encourage a better 

class of migrants; plus the fact that it would provide a more reliable service for 

their frozen meat exports. Going alone the NZSC chartered the SS Fenstanton in 

1883 to inaugurate the first steamship service from the UK to New Zealand. 

That ship was followed by the larger SS British King. The NZSC also chartered 

the White Star Line's SS Ionic and SS Doric. They also signed a charter with the 

Government to run a regular monthly service (jointly with Shaw Saville.) Five 

new auxiliary steamers were ordered from J.Elder and Co, a Glasgow firm 

which later became the Fairfield Shipbuilding Company. The new steamers that 

were named after the mountains of New Zealand were Tongariro, Aorangi, 

Ruapehu, Kaikoura and Rimutaka.  

Those auxiliary steamers were all about 4,500 gross tons, had clipper bows and 

were barque-rigged. They travelled out via the Cape of Good Hope where they 

took on bunkers, and back via Cape Horn as the sailing clippers had done, but at 

the same time they more than halved the passage times of the sailing ships. 

Whereas the sailing ships hardly ever sighted land between the UK and New 

Zealand, the steamers stopped off at Plymouth for passengers, and then at 

Tenerife, and  Cape Town for fresh food, water and coal bunkers and finally 

Hobart on the outward passage. On the passage back to the UK they would 

bunker at Montevideo, Rio de Janeiro and Tenerife. Those routes were 

maintained until the Panama Canal opened.  
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Timaru Herald Thursday 9 December 1880  

 

Arrival of the Rangitiki 

 

A little overdue, the New Zealand Shipping Company's well known ship Rangitiki 

made Lyttelton yesterday afternoon on 7 December 1880. A great many of the friends 

of her commander, Captain Millman, and some of the passengers, ‘old colonials’ 

returning to the more congenial climate of the ‘Britain of the South' went off to 

welcome the good ship into port. The passengers, numbering 64 had a most eulogistic 

opinion to give both the ship and her officers and the sea passage they had made. 

There was an entire absence of serious sickness amongst them during the run out, and 

the only incident necessitating medical skill was the birth of a daughter to Mrs 

Murray who was one of the steerage passengers.  

 

Theatrical entertainment, concerts, and the periodical issue of the Rangitiki Press 

pleasantly counteracted the otherwise dullness of the voyage, and with the almost 

continuous fine weather it helped to make the time pass cheerily. Before the ship 

anchored the passengers mustered aft and presented the captain and his chief officer 

each with a testimonial expressive of their esteem for those gentlemen. Captain 

Millman is an old visitor to Canterbury, as is the chief officer, Mr Canise. The second 

officer is Mr Cleveland, and Mr George Butcher returns as chief steward. One very 

old colonist who returned to New Zealand by ship was Dr William Donald. The 

Rangitiki has some choice Leicester rams, and one thoroughbred mare aboard, and 

they arrived in excellent condition. She berthed at the Gladstone pier on the morning 

of Wednesday the 8th. 

 

Amongst the other tragedies which befell sailors in the time of the Rangitiki, was one 

that occurred in 1883 when what was thought to be a raft was sighted in the Atlantic 

Ocean. On this raft which turned out to be a deck-house, there were two surviving 

sailors from the Kenmore Castle, a sailing ship which had foundered two days 

earlier. Originally there had been eight men clinging to the deck-house, but six of 

them had been swept off and had drowned. On another occasion the Rangitiki 

rescued seven sailors from the wreck of the Maria Agathe. 
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In 1899 the Rangitiki was cut down to a barque rig in order to reduce the size of her 

crew. Indeed, obtaining charters and making ends meet for sailing ships was by th\t 

time extremely difficult. Steam ships ruled the roost and there was no way back for 

the beautiful and elegant looking ships of sail, even if they were work-houses. The 

decision to sell the one time pride of the fleet was taken by the board in 1889, and in 

the same year of becoming a three masted barque, the Rangitiki was sold to 

Skibsacties AS Dalston of Norway who re-named his new acquisition Dalston after 

himself. The last that was ever heard of the once famous ship, was when at the age of 

almost 50 years, she was bought for £1,500 by the Frenchman Paul Bouket who 

sailed her to Noumea in New Caledonia. Her new owner also named the ship after 

himself under the name of Paul Bouket. But stripped of her top hamper the once 

proud ship was given the final indignity of being relegated to a coal hulk. 
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Rakaia 
 

 

 

 

The first ship to be  specifically built  for the New Zealand Shipping Company was 

the three masted full rigged ship Raikaia, she was  the first of four sister ships to 

come from Blumer’s Sunderland yard. Rakaia was launched in 1873 while her three 

sisters followed in 1874; they were the Waikato, Waitangi and Waimate. The 

tonnages of those four ships were between 1,021 and 1,028 and all four had a length 

of 210 feet. On Rakaia’s maiden voyage from London via Plymouth to Lyttleton she 

took 333 steerage and first class passengers in 88 days.  

But what made the Rakaia something of an oddity, was the way in which her masts 

were positioned. The experts of the day said the main mast was placed too far aft, and 

not only unbalanced the ship’s  sailing qualities but  gave her an ungainly appearance; 

moreover, such placing of that mast took some of her speed from her. (The photo of 

the Rakaia supports her unusual mast placing.) On her next voyage in 1875 under the 

command of Captain McInnis, Rakaia sailed from London to Lyttelton in 80 days.   

On her next voyage Captain Friston took command. 

 

Evening Post Wellington 27th February 1877 - Arrival of the ship Rakaia. 

The New Zealand Shipping Company’s fine ship Rakaia, 1,022 tons was signalled 

this morning. She is under the command of Captain Friston. The ship left London on 

17 November 1876, and Start Point was passed on the 21st, from which date up to 

today makes her passage 98 days. She brings a number of first and second class 

passengers plus 9½ immigrants for the Fielding Settlement at Wellington. 

 

In 1880 when Captain Bone was the chief officer of the Wanganui which was 

berthed at Auckland, he received orders to proceed to Wellington and take command 

of the Rakaia. On his first command he made a fast run of 79 days from NZ via Cape 
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Horn to London. That passage from Wellington as far as the Western Islands was 

accomplished in the short time of 60 days. A record breaking passage was hoped for, 

but after that the ship was jammed by Easterly winds and did not reach the docks until 

the 79th day out. After discharging and loading, the Rakaia left London on 13 May 

1881 with saloon and steerage passengers destined for Vesey Stewart's settlement at 

Te Puke. But after beating down channel she was only able to leave the Lizard behind 

on May 21, after which fairly good westerly winds carried Rakaia to the Equator in 

26 days.  Tasmania was reached on August 3 with the Three Kings being sighted on 9 

August 1881. Coming down the coast with a strong westerly wind the Rakaia 

anchored in the Waimate on the following day. The passage had taken 88 days from 

London and 78 days land to land.  

On Captain Bone’s next voyage in the Rakaia in 1882, the ship sailed from London 

on 15 April for Lyttelton, but due to smallpox breaking out, the ship he had to put 

back into Plymouth. There she remained until May 28, after which, she made another 

passage with 151 immigrants for Grant and Foster's settlement at Te Aroha. The ship 

was met with light and variable winds all the way until rounding the Cape to reached 

Lyttelton on 2 September 1882. Captain Bone then left the ship. But after completing 

50 years service in the NZSC, during which time he became the marine 

superintendant he retired in 1924. After completing twenty voyages to the colony the 

Rakaia was sold to a German firm and renamed Marie. But on being sold again she 

was given back her original name of Rakaia.  At a later date she was sold to a firm in 

Boston USA and re-named Ruth Stark. The last news of the ship was when she was 

reported in a dismasted state whilst on passage from Boston towards Sekondi in 

Ghana. Shortly afterwards her name disappeared from Lloyd's register. 
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Waikato 
 

 

Launched by J Blumer & Company of Sunderland, at a cost of £14,000, the Waikato 

was the second of the four sisters and was registered with Lloyds in January 1874; she 

later made 12 voyages for the NZSC.  Waikato’s maiden voyage was under Captain 

Hodder, with George Speke Payne being the Surgeon Superintendent. On her maiden 

voyage she sailed from Plymouth 24th March 1874 and arrived at Wellington on 11th 

July 1874 

The Waikato was a well-found ship of 1021tons and was a real clipper, she 

completed many fast voyages out and home. Of twelve passages outwards only three 

exceeded 100 days. But when steamers took the place of sailing vessels the Waikato 

was sold to the Germans and renamed Pfluger. Subsequently she fell into the hands 

of J. D. Spreckels and Son of San Francisco in a partly dismasted condition. This was 

in 1900 when she was re- rigged as a barquentine and given the name of Coronado. 

She was then sold to the Canadian Pacific Coal Company and used as a towing barge. 

 

 Waikato’s voyages for NZSC   

Arrived Wellington: 11 Jul 1874 - Captain Chris Hodder had departed Plymouth on 

24 March, taking 109 days. Sailed on to Auckland and arrived on 17 August with 105 

passengers. 

 

Arrived Lyttelton: 3 Oct 1875 - Captain Rose had departed Plymouth 27 June taking 

98 days. 

 

Arrived Wellington: 4 Sep 1876 - Captain Worster had departed UK on 6 June 

taking 90 days. 

 

Arrived Lyttelton: 08 Aug 1877 - Captain Worster had departed Plymouth on 5 May 

taking 82 days.Arrived Lyttelton: 27 Apr 1878—Captain Worster, departed 

London, 12 Saloon class passengers, 28 second cabin and steerage disembarked. – 

The Lyttelton Times. The New Zealand Shipping Company's Waikato arrived here 

last night from London after 92 days. From the Downs she experienced heavy 

weather during the greater part of the passage. The Snares (A small island group of 

just over a square mile that is about 100 miles SSW of Stewart Island) were made on 
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Wednesday. The Waikato brings 40 passengers and a large general cargo to 

Lyttleton. 

 

The Timaru Herald - On going on board, the Waikato was found to be in splendid 

order everywhere. During the trip the ship was flooded making it necessary to 

barricade the main hatchway on the poop. The saloon was flooded out. No spars were 

carried away during the bad weather. Here at Timaru the Waikato disembarked 44 

passengers, 15 of who were saloon and remainder second and steerage. Mr Howard 

Rees was the medical officer. Mr Best still occupies the post of chief officer and the 

remainder of the officers are the same as when the Waikato was here last.  

 

Arrived Lyttelton: 18 Jan 1879 - The Lyttelton Times - Captain Worster had 

departed Plymouth on 21 October with 15 Passengers and 298 immigrants.  

 

 Arrived Auckland: 13 Nov 1879 - Captain Worster had departed from Plymouth 

7th August taking 99 days. 

 

\Arrived Auckland: 3 Oct 1880 - Captain Worster had departed Plymouth 26th June 

taking 98 days. 

 

Arrived Port Chalmers: 2 Oct 1881 - Captain Worster had departed from Plymouth 

on 1 July taking 93 days. 

 

Arrived Port Chalmers: 28 Oct 1882 - Captain Sutherland had departed from 

Plymouth 15 July taking 105 days. 

 

Arrived Auckland: 14 Oct 1884 - Captain Sutherland had departed from UK 28 

June taking 108 days. 

 

Arrived Auckland: 26 Nov 1887 - Captain Brown had departed UK on 24 August, 

taking 94 days.  
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Waitangi 
 

 

 

 

This was the third ship to come from Blumers Sunderland yard. The following report 

was one that was completed on the arrival of all packet ships on every passage where 

passengers were carried. Under the command of Captain Triston, and after a passage 

of 76 days from London, Waitangi arrived at Lyttleton on the 12th Jan 1884, below 

is a copy of The Commissioner’s report dated 16th January 1884.The sailing ships of 

the NZSC did not carry migrants on every passage to New Zealand; at times those 

migrants had to wait for a ship to make its full complement of passengers and 

migrants. By that method the crew would be increased from 28 to 42.  The table 

below gives a rough idea of saloon passengers and steerage class. Despite Waitangi’s 

best run of 77 days on voyage 11 she was not a fast ship and proved on average to be 

the slowest of the four sisters. 

 

Waitangi had the following immigrants for the UK passage  on Voyage 11. 

28 families    80 adults and 32 children 

Single men    39 

Single women   162 

Total     323 

 

The health of the people during the voyage had been generally good. The surgeon 

reported no births but one death, a child aged one year from teething. 

The commissioners did not find the several compartments below decks as clean as 

they might have been, to some extent this might have been caused through the 

weather, during which it was stated by the immigrants, that a great deal of water 

found its way below through the hatchways. But in the single men’s quarters it was 

found that the bottom boards in the lower line of bunks had not been cleaned or swept 
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for a fortnight. This compartment was very dirty, and the commissioners are unable to 

recommend the full gratuity to the constable appointed. 

Complaints were made by the single females of the ship being much infested with 

rats, and that caused them a great deal of alarm and annoyance.  

The provisions were of good quality but some complaints were made in the earlier 

part of the passage, this complaint was rectified as soon as the surgeon’s attention was 

called to it.  

Boat and fire drill were practiced regularly during the passage. 

A considerable number of single women on this ship are of a superior class and 

appear to come from Middlesex. In general their occupations are house and parlour 

maids, but only a small number of these women are selected for each ship, because 

they are unsuitable for country districts. 

There is a good demand for general servants and dairywomen, but out of the 162 

women on board Waitangi there are only four dairy maids.  

The Matron fulfilled her duties satisfactorily and is recommended for further duties.  

The Surgeon appears to have acted to the best of his abilities, and the commissioners 

recommend his gratuity should be paid. But they do not feel justified in 

recommending him for further employment in the New Zealand District Government. 

The usual gratuities to the officers are recommended for payment. – Chairman -

Lyttleton January 16th 1884. 

 

The Waitangi was sold to the J Wagle of Arendal, Norway in 1890, But under the 

name of Agda she went missing in the North Sea in January 1913 
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Waitangi at Port Chalmers 

The 25 outward passages of Waitangi   from UK to NZ 

 

Captain    From -   To     Days    Migrants 

 

Sotham    08 Aug 74 --20 Nov 74   103   None 

 
Kerr   07 Sep 75 --07 Dec 75    91   Non 
 
Hodder   24 Jun 76--16 Sep 76    84   None 
 
Hodder   06 Jul 77--03 Oct 77    89   None 
 
  
Hodder   17 Jul 78--13 Oct 78    88   323 
  
Hodder   26 Jun 79 -- 25 Sep 79    91   None 
 
Hodder   03 Jul 90 -29 Sep 80    88   None 
 
Triston   16 Mar 81 - 13 Jun 81    89   312 
  
Triston   06 Jan 82 -21 Apr 82    105   None 
 
Triston   22 Dec 82 -26 Mar 83    94   312 
 
Triston   27 Oct 83 -12 Jan 84    77   323 
 
Leeman  10 Aug 84 -16 Nov 84    98   312 
 
Leeman  20 Sep 85 -15 Dec 85    86   312 
 
Leeman  10 Jun 86 -26 Sep 86    108   None 
 
Leeman  19 Oct  87 -19 Jan 88    92   None 
 
Leeman  12 Sep 88 -07 Jan 89    117   None 
 
Leeman  03 May 90 -22 Aug 90    111   None 
 
Sinclair   06 Jul 91 -09 Oct  91    95   None 
 
Forsdick  01 Sep 93 -20 Dec 93    110   None 
 
Forsdick  04 Aug 94 -15 Nov 94    104   312 
 
Forsdick  13 May 95 -08 Sep 95    118   None 
 
Worster  21 Jun 96 -30 Sep 96    101   None 
 
Worster  23 Aug 97 - ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,    97   312 
 
Worster     ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  21 Dec 97   83   312 
  
Worster  30 Jul 98 -18 Nov 98     111   312 
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Waimate 
  

 

 

The last of the four sister ships built by Blumers of Sunderland was the Waimate 

which was launched and registered at Lloyds in August 1874. The Waimate which 

was a skysail yarder appears to have been the fastest of the four sisters, and in her 22 

passages from the UK to New Zealand, she took less than 90 days on nine different 

occasions. Her best being in 1880-1881 when under the command of Captain Peek, 

leaving London on 26 October 1880 she arrived at Lyttleton on 8 January 1881 after 

74 days. 

After that high speed passage the Lyttleton Times reported the ship was in every way 

scrupulously clean and all her gear well maintained. So pleased were the passengers 

with the ship and its good order throughout, they made a collection and presented a 

purse of sovereigns to the captain. On that passage back from the UK part of the 

cargo was an organ for Christchurch Cathedral. 

Describing that fast trip Captain Peek reported having left Gravesend on the afternoon 

of 24 October 1880, but the ship was delayed by a heavy gale from the East. Off 

Falmouth the ship struck a terrific gale from the South with the glass being as low as 

28.30. At one time the vessel was in a critical situation, but eventually got clear of the 

Channel, and took her final departure from the Eddystone on October 30. Good North

-East trades were met with, and the Line was crossed on November 16—only 16 days 

8 hours from the Eddystone Lighthouse. The meridian of the Cape was passed on 7 

December7 in 44 South; the Easting was run down in 48 South, Cape Leeuwin was 

passed on Christmas Eve, Tasmania six days later, and the Snares on January 4 at 4 

a.m.—66 days from the Eddystone.  

The Star January 26 1875 

This fine clipper ship Waimate is the fourth vessel built expressly for the New 

Zealand Shipping Company, and the ninth vessel of the fleet. She was signalled 

yesterday at 6.30 am. As the ship flew the Commodore's flag (the New Zealand flag 
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with a swallow tail) it was known that she was the Waimate. On passing the 

Waitangi a comparison of the two vessels could be made from a short distance. The 

hulls appeared very similar, but the rigging of the Waimate was tauter than those of 

her sister. On the Waitangi’s passage from London eight deaths occurred with seven 

of them being infants and youth named George Cross aged 15. The party was 

welcomed on board by the Commodore of the Fleet, Captain Henry Rose. The ship is 

certainly a model as ever when she entered Lyttelton. She has a splendid spring and 

good sheer, a fine pop and her main deck is remarkably well laid. She was 

constructed by the same builders as the Waitangi and launched in September last. 

From fore to aft no expense has been spared to make her a first-class passenger and 

immigrant vessel. Her length is 219ft; beam 35ft; hold 20ft;below in the  'tween decks 

she has a 7ft 3in deck-head. She has six splendid boats on board, two large life-boats, 

properly fitted up and hanging on their davits; two large pinnace boats ready to 

launch at a moments notice; and a large gig with oars and life-buoys complete. Of the 

crew most of them have followed Captain Rose.  

Mr Davitt is the chief officer, Mr Gibson is second officer: Mr Pearson is purser and 

amongst the crew the familiar face of "Old Uncle," the carpenter, and our old 

acquaintance the boatswain, who for many years has sailed with the captain 

After making the record run to Lyttelton and when homeward bound to London, 

Captain Peek narrowly escaped disaster; one of the crew has supplied the following 

details of the incident. After leaving Lyttelton on the run to Cape Horn, where 

observations could not be made, the Waimate suddenly found herself land-locked off 

the Patagonian coast. Like all other vessels making the three month trip home, we had 

unshackled the cables from her anchors and run them down into the chain locker. The 

anchors had been hoisted inboard by the aid of a ‘fish tackle’ that was rigged from the 

t’gallant forestay for that particular purpose, and was lashed securely on the foc’sle 

head as it was not anticipated it would be required for many weeks. It was in this 

condition that the Waimate found herself on a dark and dirty night off a rocky rugged 

coast; full of indentations with very deep water right up to the cliffs—very much the 

same as the West Coast Sounds in New Zealand. There was no anchorage. It would 

have been folly to anchor there. The chances were desperate. The ship, running right 

before the wind, was rushing on to the shore and nothing could be done except to 

wear ship immediately under a heavy press of canvas, and then get the anchors out. 

Chains were hurried up from below and bent on to the anchors which were got 
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outboard again, and both anchors were let go in deep water. The occasion called for 

nerve and promptitude, and it must have been a most exciting time as every moment 

the ship was drawing nearer and nearer to her peril. Fortunately, the anchors held, and 

the ship was saved. And what a save it was, with the rocks right close up and the ship 

standing gallantly beside them. Luckily the ship held on until a shift in the wind 

came; the chains were then slipped, and when the time came to start not a moment 

was lost. But two anchors and 120 fathoms of chain were left behind—all that had 

been between the ship and destruction. 

The saving of this ship, and the fine seamanship displayed, is deservedly attributed to 

a large extent to a very fine old boatswain—Ned Parker—a typical sailor of the 

Nelson type. Quite a number of passengers were on board. 

The next best run made by the Waimate was in 1887, when, in command of Captain 

Canese, she went out from Plymouth to Port Chalmers in 74 days land to land, or 78 

days anchor to anchor. She crossed the Equator 19 days out. According to the "Otago 

Daily Times" this was the best passage of that season. The same commander in 1889 

did the same trip in 78 days land to land, or 84 days port to port. Her last run to Port 

Chalmers, in the year 1895, completed her nineteenth passage to New Zealand, and 

during the whole of that time she never met with any serious accident.From New 

Zealand the Waimate's best run Home was 71 days to the Scilly Isles.A smart piece 

of sailing that stood to the credit of the Waimate was her run to the Horn from 

Lyttelton in 18 days in April, 1880. 

In running her Easting down when bound for Lyttelton in 1881 with Captain Mosey 

in command, she logged 354 miles in 24 hours in latitude 47deg South, with her best 

week's run on that trip being 1807 miles, the distance run from 27 November  to 3 

December.  As will be seen from the appended table of her various passages to New 

Zealand, the Waimate was very consistent. 

The Waimate was sold to the Russians in 1896, and renamed Valkyrian. She was 

lost between Newcastle, NSW and Chile, in 1899. The ship was bound for Iquique 

with coal but was never heard of after leaving Newcastle. 
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Waimea 
 

 

 

 

The Waimea was originally known as the Dorette, a ship that was built by the firm 

of Godeffroy of Hamburg in 1868. With a tonnage of 848 her other particulars were 

194  x 33  x 19 feet which made her one of the smallest ships ever to serve in the col-

ours of the New Zealand Shipping Company. The other three ships in the 800 ton 

bracket, although not sister ships, were the Waitara, Pareora and Mataura, and in 

being synonymous with all the other sailing ships of the NZSC their hulls were built 

of iron, the lower masts were also made of wrought iron, but the topmasts, topgallants 

and yards were of wood. The Dorette was six years old when the NZSC purchased 

her in 1874, and like all the sailing ships bought in, the NZSC took exception in buy-

ing only well maintained ships from well found companies. 

During the course of her career under the NZSC flag, Waimea’s existence was nor-

mal but uneventful. Of her 21 voyages between the UK and NZ she averaged 100 

days which indicates she was never built for speed, and in line with company protocol 

of providing passenger comfort she was never raced or driven hard. Under the com-

mand of Captain Ayles she made her first voyage for the company in 1874 from 

Plymouth to Auckland, in what turned out to be  her fastest ever passage of 76 days 

land to land. During that run the New Zealand Herald reported that the little ship car-

ried 319 migrants, 45 head of cattle in pens, one horse and 250 sheep. On her second 

voyage Captain Pottinger assumed command and made the passage out to Lyttleton in 

84 days. 

Like all the other sailing ships of the company, Waimea sailed from London to Plym-

outh before embarking her passengers and migrants. Such a routine of Plymouth em-

barkation meant that those passengers had to spend less time on the ship, as well as 

the fact that the company did not have to feed them for those extra days from London 

which often took as long as a week. From Plymouth she would sail directly to NZ, 

when on most occasions she would sail past Gough Island and then run her easting 

down in the Southern Ocean: it was quite often the only land to be sighted until her 

arrival at the New Zealand destination. On the passage back to the UK and like all the 

other NZSC sailing ships, she would take the other route around Cape Horn, thus tak-

ing advantage of the prevailing westerly winds, and therefore sail around the world on 

each voyage. On the homeward passage to London, the NZSC sailing ships would 

often call in at Montevideo and or Rio de Janeiro where fresh water, fruit and vegeta-

bles were taken to complete the passage to London.  
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In 1885 she made a long passage of 130 days to Port Chalmers, but on that occasion 

she encountered severe weather during the first portion of the voyage and had to put 

into Cape Town. She left the Cape on January 30, and then ran to the Snares in the 

very good time of 28 days.  

When a ship is running her easting down - sailing from West to East in the Southern 

Ocean, the shortest distance by sea from Start Point to the New Zealand Bluff is about 

16,000 sea miles. But that is only when the most opportune of conditions presents 

itself and all goes well. If that 16,000 miles is made in 100 days, it quite simply 

means that the ship has sailed an average of 160 miles each day during the passage. 

That figure is quite acceptable and would give her an average speed of between six 

and seven knots for the whole passage. But it was seldom like that. A captain might 

find himself caught in the doldrums for a week or two, and then when he does find a 

wind he may be under a leaden sky for days on end and unable to take a noon day 

sighting. He then has to rely on dead reckoning, and when he does find his position he 

may discover he is hundreds of miles from where he thought he was; the ever present 

inclement weather  can also be added to the list. Those are just a few of the things that 

can increase the aforesaid 16,000 sea miles to many, many more. 

The most exciting but disastrous incident in the ship's career in her trading to New 

Zealand, took place in June 1893 shortly before she was sold. When she was home-

ward bound from Wellington towards the UK via Boston Massachusetts, and whilst 

in the South Atlantic a terrific explosion occurred. The passengers were terrified and 

so much damage was caused that the ship had to put into Rio de Janeiro for repairs. 

The origin of the explosion was never discovered; the only conclusion that could be 

reached was it was being caused by a boy named Clements who was blown to pieces. 

His death was the only casualty.  

Waimea was sold to Westergarde & Co of Norway in the following year of 1895 for 

£2,450,. She retained her name of Waimea, but under the command of Captain Has-

lum was wrecked off the South African coast in 1902. 
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The Hurunui was built at Jarrow on Tyne by Palmers and launched in 1875. But 

despite having a beautiful appearance the Hurunui was the slowest ship in the NZSC 

fleet. Indeed, she seldom made a passage out to NZ in less than 100 days. In fact, it 

took 19 voyages for her to make the quickest passage of her career of 86 days from 

the UK to Lyttleton in 1891.  

Her maiden passage under the command of Captain WB Boyd began at Gravesend on 

24 November 1875.  After 92 days she arrived at Wellington on 23 February 1876, 

she had one saloon passenger and 186 steerage class. 

The ship came to note when she was the first to enter and officially open the Lyttleton 

Graving Dock in January 1883. On that historic day comes a report from The 

Lyttleton Times - The Hurunui was the epitome of neatness and order and dressed 

in real holiday style. An arc of flags leading from the outer end of her jib boom 

extended over her masts and down to the gaff. But six months after that great 

ceremony, the ship was involved in the fateful English Channel   sinking of the 

Waitara on June 24 1883. But at the enquiry the Hurunui’s captain and crew were 

exonerated and absolved of all blame. That fateful  incident is described under the 

Waitara.  

Captain Harry Cracroft had a trying experience on the Hurunui when she sailed from 

London on 14 June 1892, and arrived at Cardiff on the 22nd. After loading coal she 

sailed on the same day and the next tide for Capetown, but in the Atlantic she was 

met with a series of South-westerly gales and heavy seas. Sails and spars were lost in 

the heavy weather which continued from the 6th to the 13th August, while the North-

East and South-East trades proved poor. The Equator was crossed on 10 August, 39 

days from Cardiff, and the Hurunui arrived at Capetown on 12 September. There she 

stayed for 32 days to affect much needed repairs until 29 October. After sailing for 
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wished to come through it all alive. The big danger was getting washed overboard, 

and it was a miracle that nobody did. However, the ship got through the notorious 

Alderney Race in the dark by 10 pm, and the sequel suggested that providence had 

lent a hand. Captain Plunket gave great praise to his first and second officers who 

were both making their first voyage in those capacities. The first being Mr. McCarthy 

a native of Auckland, and the second being Mr. Seeley from Taranaki. 

After the Hurunui had escaped from the nightmare of the Alderney Race, she was 

given as much sail as she could carry and started off down the Channel. Captain 

Plunket had just gone below for a much-needed rest and was lying down "all 

standing," a term used by sailors when they lie down in their sodden clothes. But 

shortly afterwards the captain was the called to come up on deck by Mr. Seeley, a sail 

had been reported ahead and that vessel was in danger of being run down by the 

Hurunui. The mysterious stranger proved to be a small lugger almost on her beam 

ends and flying urgent signals of distress. 

Mr McCarthy was sent away in the Hurunui's last surviving boat, and Captain 

Plunket said later on that never did he see a boat being better handled to make a 

wonderful rescue of the three men on the wreck of the Bessie Waters; she was bound 

from Caen to Barnstaple in ballast. In the storm she had sprung a leak and rolled 

heavily causing the ballast to shift; but for the timely arrival of the Hurunui there 

would have been three more sailors to mourn. The master of the lugger expressed 

great astonishment at Captain Plunket's feat of bringing a sailing ship of the 

Hurunui's size through the Alderney Race. "Old coaster as I am," said the lugger 

master, "I'd never dream of coming through the Race without getting a pilot at 

Guernsey; as a matter of fact the Race is never used by coasters because it’s too 

risky." 

"Lloyd's Shipping Gazette" referred to "The gallant rescue by Captain Plunket," and 

published a letter from the crew of the Bessie Waters expressing their gratitude to the 

captain for their timely rescue, and for landing them at Plymouth instead of taking 

them all the way to Algoa Bay. 

 But the Hurunui had poor luck during the whole of her passage to Algoa Bay. 

Her best day's run was 213 miles, and only on four occasions did she sail over 

200 miles in 24 hours. It eventually took 76 days to make Algoa Bay, from where 
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NZ she was met with strong South-East and North-Easterly winds which continued 

until Tasmania was sighted on 19 November. After passing Taiaroa Heads and then 

Otago on 1 December, the Hurunui   was ordered on to Napier. The passage from 

London which included the delay at Capetown eventually took 175 days. 

During her last years in the New Zealand trade the Hurunui was commanded by 

Captain C Plunket. He was born in Melbourne but went to sea from Lyttelton, and for 

many years resided in Auckland where he was acting as a surveyor for Lloyd's. 

Captain Plunket was a son of the late Mr. James Plunket, a well-known journalist of 

Christchurch.  

Despite having had a normal sailing career, there was one memorable passage the 

Hurunui  made at the end of 1893; when she was on passage London to Algoa Bay, 

South Africa. Captain Plunket landed the pilot at Dungeness on 16 December but 

soon ran into heavy weather, which by the 20 December had reached hurricane force. 

As a result the ship was blown close to the French Coast. All hands were out where 

they continually made and took in sail while three of the sailors who had suffered 

injuries were incapable of work. Because it grew dark early at that time of the year, 

and to give the crew as much rest as possible, the captain had stood off the French 

coast intending to wear ship in the daylight. At 4 pm however, Captain Plunket 

squared away and had just got the ship paying off when the Casquets Light suddenly 

appeared from under her bows. If he had continued to wear ship it would have meant 

him running right up onto the Casquets which is a small cluster of dangerous rocks 

six or seven miles west of Alderney. A hasty glance at the chart revealed there was 

only one slim hope of escape, and that was to pass through the feared Alderney Race. 

This is the strait that separates the island of Alderney from the coast of Normandy. In 

any kind of weather this can be a dangerous place, but in stormy weather this straight 

is most fearsome. Indeed, there are 3½ and 4 fathom patches, numerous rocks, and to 

complicate matters further, there is a furious tide of anything from four to six and a-

half knots. 

The fully laden Hurunui was down to her marks, the sea was white with foam and 

there were breakers everywhere while the ship's decks were filled to the rails. With 

two men lashed down at the wheel and storm sails set, the wonder is she lived and got 

through it at all. Three of her four boats were smashed, and the only one left was high 

up in the poop davits. The crew worked like Trojans, as indeed they must if they 
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Hurunui 
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after unloading she was ordered to Otago Heads for orders and then to Lyttelton 

to load. The barque arrived at Lyttelton on May 24 and sailed again on June 29 

for London.  

The Hurunui was never a flyer but she made good average passages while her fastest 

run was made in 1895 under Captain Plunket. At the start of that passage she left 

Cardiff with a full cargo of coal and had fairly steady winds crossing the Equator 25 

days out. The Snares were passed on the 25th February and on the 2nd March she 

arrived at Lyttelton via Otago Heads after 86 days. Captain Plunket reported that the 

latter part of the voyage was remarkable with the light winds and fine weather across 

the Southern Ocean, the royals being taken in only four or five times. The Hurunui 

had sailed from Lyttelton the year before, and when she arrived there on March 

2nd, 1895 she had done the round voyage in eight months, and that included six 

weeks spent at London and Cardiff.  

At one time it was a custom of the shipping newspaper, "Fairplay” to publish the 

names of 12 vessels which had made the fastest trips to and from Australia and New 

Zealand. On one occasion (her last voyage under the red ensign) the Hurunui was 

placed third on the list from a run home, which considering the large fleets competing 

was very satisfactory to the captain and owners. 

The Hurunui and other ships built about the same time were particularly well 

furnished and comfortably fitted out for saloon passengers; but after about 1883, 

when the regular steamers started running, those who were not travelling for health 

reasons generally preferred steamers and that signalled the end for the sailing ships 

which went out of the passenger trade. The Hurunui was sold in 1895 to J Lindblom 

and under the Russian flag she was re-named Hermes. She survived until 1915 until 

she was torpedoed off St Catherines IOW by a German submarine. 
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Waipa 
 

 

 

The second of the five sisters that were built at Jarrow for the NZSC was the Waipa 

which was launched a month after the Hurunui. Under the command of Captain 

Seaborne with Dr Gibson as the medical superintendant, there were 14 saloon and 25 

steerage class passengers for her maiden voyage which began at London on 2 July 

1875.  After a 98 day passage she arrived at the Manchester Settlement of Wellington 

on 10 December 1875. On her following voyage she made the best outward passage 

of her NZSC career. Sailing from the West India dock on 27 October 1876, she 

loaded 20 tons of explosives at Gravesend. After a tow down Channel she then 

embarked 212 steerage and 10 saloon passengers at Plymouth and arrived at Lyttleton 

of 82 days later. However, whereas speed often achieves records of singular fast 

passages for some ships, their captains and owners usually lose more time and money 

in repairs than what such records are worth. Indeed, the NZSC was noted for both the 

safety and the comfort of its passengers and crew alike. The records will show that 

except for the sinking of the Waitara in 1883, it was the only loss ever suffered by 

the sailing ships of NZSC.  

The Otago Witness Saturday November 8th 1879 reports. 

The welcome change of wind to the westward on the 30th October brought the NZSC 

ship Waipa up the coast. She sighted Otago Heads at 4am on the 31st, took Mr Kelly 

Pilot on board, and then with a light Northerly breeze sailed across the bar and up to 

the anchorage off the Railway Pier anchoring at 6.15am. She was immediately 

boarded by the Customs officials and Press representatives who were cordially 

welcomed aboard by the genial Captain Gorn. The good ship comes into port as a 

pattern of neatness and good order, and reflects the very greatest credit to both her 

commander and his indefatigable chief officer Mr J M Baxter, a man who has already 

visited this port in similar capacity of First Mate in another of the company's ships 

Piako. The second officer is Mr W Alkin, and the third is Mr Crouche. Mr Loveday is 

still chief steward and the catering department under his control is all that could be 

desired. Dr Leightbourn came out in the capacity of surgeon, and the comfort of the 

passengers has been studied in every way. Indeed, a strong proof of that was afforded 
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by the hearty manner in which one and all spoke of Captain Gorn and his officers. 

She brings 1500 tons of cargo, of which 700 tons are deadweight, and the rest 

measurement goods. She has also 1000 birds, the survivors of 1600 collected from 

various parts of Europe by their owner Mr Brandmuller. He informs us that out of 120 

insectivorous birds only 12 survived; of these two are nightingales and the remainder 

robins. The Waipa also brings a cow which made the voyage from Lyttelton to 

London in the SS Stad Haarlem, but owing to the quarantine laws the bovine was 

not permitted to be landed there. This docile creature is in full milk, and has of course 

been duly appreciated by the passengers. 

Throughout the passage both passengers and crew were regularly exercised at boat 

and fire drill once a week. On each Saturday (if the weather was sufficiently 

moderate) the ship was hove-to, and the lifeboats provisioned and lowered. Divine 

service was regularly held on Sundays, and amusement was afforded by concerts on 

deck in fine weather. A periodical called the Waipa Herald was started on board and 

ably contributed to by several passengers. The general health of all on board has been 

very good with only one casualty being recorded on 21 October. That was one of the 

steerage passengers Mrs Bridger died after a painful illness. The Waipa has occupied 

92 days in making her passage from anchor to anchor, and 86 days from land to land. 

This is to be accounted for by the fact that she had to beat down the English Channel 

against a strong westerly gale, while light winds were experienced across the Bay of 

Biscay. The North-East trades were almost a myth, while the South-East trades were 

above average. The passage winds were very poor, light airs and calms prevailing 

across the Southern Ocean, her Easting being run down between the parallels of 45 

and 50 South latitude. Captain Gorn informs us that after leaving the Downs, four 

stowaways were discovered and the ship was hove-to off Plymouth on August 2nd in 

order to land them.Though they were never regarded as clippers, those five iron ships 

made some reasonable passages when circumstances were favourable but seldom 

exceeded 13 knots. The Otaki's best passage home was in 1877 when she made the 

phenomenal run from Dunedin to the Channel in 63 days, to the docks in 69 days and 

beating the fast and noted Shaw Saville & Albion ship Crusader by one day. The 

Waipa was sold in 1894 to Brodrene Bjournstad of Norway but was re-sold in the 

following year to H. Hansen of Lillesand. Renamed Munter she was re-rigged as a 

barque. In Dec.1911 she went missing at sea. 
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Top: Waipa’s crowd line the foc’sle head  for a rare photograph 
Bottom: The Waipa at Port Chalmers 
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Orari 
 

 

 

Like her other sister-ships and at a cost of £20,000, the Orari was the second of the 

five ships to be built by Palmers at Jarrow on Tyne. She was named  after the  small 

River Orari of Canterbury, which is about 12 miles North East of Timaru, a town ship 

that is South of the River Orari. The Orari came off the stocks in July 1875. Similar 

in size to the rest of the fleet she was 1,054 tons with her measurements being 204 x 

34 x 20. During the course of her career for the NZSC she completed almost 20 

voyages, but like all the others in the fleet she was not noted as being a fast ship. On 

her maiden voyage under Captain Fox however, she made what was to be her 

quickest passage out to Lyttleton in 91 days dock to dock, or 84 days land to land. On 

arrival Captain Fox told the Lyttleton Times that Orari was a magnificent ship and 

much faster passages could be expected in time to come. But they never did. 

Nevertheless, the newspaper wrote an excellent account of the ship and its 

accommodation.  

The Star, Thursday 13th & 14th January 1876. 

Ship Orari, from London. This fine new iron clipper which is owned by the New 

Zealand Shipping Company and commanded by Captain Fox, arrived here yesterday 

evening after a passage of 92 days - 84 from land to land No sickness occurred during 

the voyage. The Orari brings a large number of passengers including the Hon. John 

Hall, late Postmaster-General of New Zealand and his family. This gentleman took 

charge of a box of bumble bees from Plymouth but it is feared that despite the 

attention paid to them they are all dead. The design of the ship has been made by 

Captain Ashby, the Marine Superintendant of the Company in England. Her length is 

204ft over all, 34ft breadth of beam, and 20ft depth of hold; and her saloon affords 

comfortable accommodation for eighteen passengers. On this her first voyage the 

Orari has not brought out any immigrants, but has on board fifty-five first and second 

class passengers. The whole of the arrangements for the passengers on board have 

been carried out under the superintendence of Mr W.W. Jones, the despatching officer 

of the Company. Orari’s deck is lumbered up with sheep and cattle pens. There are a 
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number of exceedingly fine Lincoln rams and some Romney Marsh rams. There is a 

fine Alderney cow and a Berkshire boar.  In addition there was on board a Tristan da 

Cunha sheep and pig, which were taken on board at the Island. The sheep are the 

property of Mr J. Grigg and L. Walker. The officers are accommodated in deck-

houses forward of the saloon. Forward of the main hatch are the galleys. The ship has 

one of Chaplin's patent condensers. This is capable of condensing nearly 300 gallons 

per day; there is also a steam connection with the boiler for heaving up the anchor and 

cargo, pumping ship, or washing down decks. The condenser, under the management 

of Mr J. Plackett, has acted well. There is a commodious bath-room, which can be 

supplied with hot and cold water. The saloon is elegantly decorated with mottoes, 

which have been prepared for Christmas which have not been removed.  They ran 

"Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year," "Peace on Earth, Goodwill to all," "May 

health and prosperity attend you in New Zealand," &co. For the convenience of the 

saloon passengers there was a deck smoking-house on the poop, which must have 

proved a great comfort to smokers. The voyage appears to have been a very pleasant 

one, being enlivened by concerts and the publishing of a paper called the Orari 

Times, which was edited by Mr Burry and illustrated by Lieutenant Ludlow.  

The Orari was sold out of the company in 1892 to a Mr JC Page who reduced her to 

a barque rig. She changed hands on a number of occasions after that, but in 1909 she 

was damaged by an explosion in her hold and later disappeared from Lloyds register 
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Otaki 
 

 

 

 

The Otaki was the third of the five sisters from Palmers and came off the stocks a 

month after the Orari. On 31 October 1875 Otaki left London under Captain 

McInnes and arrived at Lyttelton on 8 February 1876. She carried assisted emigrants 

of - 118 males, 35 females, 29 male children and, 47 female children and 43 

passengers -17 adults for Akaroa, and 42 for Timaru. Chief Mate is Mr Marker and 

Second Mate Mr. Luff. 

The Lyttelton Times 9 February 1876 

 

Arrivals: February 8, Otaki, ship 1,014 tons, Captain McInnis from London with 274 

immigrants.  This fine vessel Otaki which belongs to the NZSC was signalled 

yesterday at 1pm.  The S.S. Moa with the health officers, agents, reporters, etc. went 

off to her at 3 p.m.  She was soon cleared and all interested people were admitted on 

board. 

 

The Otaki is a sister ship in every respect to the Orari which has been so recently 

described, therefore it is not necessary to give a detailed description of her.  However, 

a noticeable difference was a large number of leather fire buckets on Otaki, which 

will of course prove more serviceable than the wooden ones.  The ship was met with 

severe weather in the English Channel when she was jammed by baffling winds off 

the Scilly Islands until the 14 November. 

The immigrants seem to be a thoroughly useful class of people. They all speak in the 

highest terms of praise of the surgeon - superintendent, Dr Wilson, who has won the 

hearts of all on board.  The first part of the vessel to be visited was the single girl’s 

compartment, which had fifty-two occupants under the care of the matron, Alice 

Hall (Hill), a lady of whom the girls spoke in the most feeling of terms.  They are 

mostly Irish, and occupied part of their time on the voyage by doing needlework, 

etc.  Their compartment was beautiful clean and well ventilated.  The married 

people's compartment was next inspected.  Thirty-five families occupied this division, 
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and from them we have heard there were no complaints whatever.  All spoke of the 

good quality and quantity of the food received.  Last in turn was the single men's 

division: here eighty-three were seated at their tea, and they certainly appeared to be a 

thoroughly well conducted and orderly class of men.  The majority of them appear to 

be agricultural labourers and there will be no difficulty in them finding 

employment.  The baker must not be forgotten, as he came in for a share of praise for 

the manner in which he had carried out his duties. 

Captain McIness's cabin was a beautifully finished model of the vessel.  The 

condenser appears to have acted well as it produced 700 gallons every twenty-four 

hours. 

Dr Wilson reports the behaviour of the immigrants as very good and their general 

health as very satisfactory.  There was of course the usual sickness amongst the 

children of whom there are seventy-five.  During the passage two infants named 

James White and Edith Ashton died from acute bronchitis.  There was one birth of a 

boy during the passage which made a fine addition to the Stephens' family.  The 

single girls were landed yesterday afternoon and preceded to Addington. 

The following is the captain's report - Passed through the Downs 1 November 

1875; had moderate winds down the Channel until 4 November when the Westerly 

wind increased to a hard gale with confused seas and the barometer falling. Caught 

the North-East trade winds: crossed the Equator on 12 December; crossed the 

meridian of Greenwich on 1 January1: passed Cape of Good Hope on 6 January.  The 

Snares were reached on 3 February. I then had light variable winds all the way up the 

coast. Passed large icebergs in latitude 48 South and 63 East on 16 January with the 

weather being clear and fine at the time. 

That the vessel is a fast sailer maybe judged by the fact that she travailed 3009 miles 

in twelve days, and that was when her trim was too much by the stern.  

Testimonials were presented to the captain and Surgeon-superintendent upon their 

arrival in harbour. 

In 1877 under Captain Millman, the Otaki came to note once more with her 

wonderful run from Port Chalmers to the Lizard in 63 days, and that was after being 

becalmed for four days off the New Zealand coast. In the English Channel she was 

held up for six days but eventually reached London after 69 days. . It was a lucky 

passage because she never once made more than ten knots, and during the passage she 

only had a few hours of head winds. On the passage out to NZ when she was entering 
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Plymouth while undertow, she was in collision with the ship Star of India.  

The German firm of Siegert & Co bought the Otaki in 1892 for the business it had set 

up in Venezuela and re-named her Dr Siegert. But on 4 July 1895 that ship grounded 

on Diamond Rocks when bound for Port of Spain to load for Bremen with asphalt. 

Beached at Trinidad she later sank in the Bocas and was declared a total loss. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



52 

Wairoa 
 

 

The Wairoa was the last of the five sister ships to be built by Palmers of Jarrow and 

was registered with Lloyds in November 1875. 

Wellington Evening Post; 29 June 1876. After sailing on her maiden voyage from 

London via Plymouth in February 1876, the Wairoa under the command of Captain 

Joss arrived at Canterbury on 29 June. During the whole of the passage the weather 

had been fine and there were no cases of serious illness or deaths amongst her 

steerage or first class passengers. Her best day’s run of 315 nautical miles was in the 

Southern Ocean.  

Wellington Evening Post 20 October 1877 

Wairoa brings 175½ statute adult immigrants who are a clean and healthy a group of 

people. They comprise 22 married couples, 48 single girls, 65 single men, and 43 

children. Some of them (about 15) are destined for the Fielding settlement of 

Wellington. Dr. A. Hamilton, the surgeon-superintendent who has previously visited 

this port in the Collingwood reports two deaths. An infant aged three months and a 

single man named William Muir aged 22 who died of consumption. Of amusement 

during the passage there was no lack of effort. When the ship was at sea there were 

concerts, penny readings and Christy Minstrel entertainments which were held 

weekly. Such things tended to relieve the monotony of the long sea voyage. Captain 

Joss and his officers made themselves most popular with the immigrants. Referring to 

Wairoa's passage from London, it may be mentioned that it was fine weather 

throughout. She never experienced a gale while moderate winds and fine weather 

prevailed. Although it made things pleasant for the passengers it must have annoyed 

the worthy skipper, because instead of finding strong winds to blow his ship along, he 

was met with nothing but light and baffling breezes. Her royals were only furled once 

from the time she passed Ushant until she made Cook Strait. Taking everything into 

consideration the passage of Wairoa was by no means a bad one. It occupied 92 days 

from land to land, and 95 from anchorage to anchorage: her run across the Southern 

ocean was unusually long taking 35 days. Wairoa had left London on 7 July1877, 

and after adjusting her compasses at Greenhithe sailed on the same day. She then 
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went under tow to Plymouth where she arrived on 9 July. After embarking her 

immigrants on14 July, the Wairoa sailed down Channel at 6pm on the following 

morning against fresh Westerly winds. We passed Ushant at 4pm on the 17 July and 

then Madeira on the 26th. What might be called the first of the NE trades was met the 

following day on the 27th. The Southing was made on the meridian of 23 W, and the 

Cape Verde Islands were passed about 90 miles to the Westward on 4 August. The 

Equator was crossed in 25 West after being 29 days out. Tristan d'Acunha was 

sighted. On the 31 August and the meridian of Greenwich was crossed in 41South; six 

days later we passed the Cape of Good Hope. We saw no ice in the Southern Ocean. 

The Meridian of Cape Leeuwin was passed on 1 August and Tasmania was sighted on 

the 7th. Land was made in the vicinity of Cape Farewell at noon on the 12th, but 

owing to a calm which was the first experienced during the passage. Cape Farewell 

was not passed until noon on the following day. SE winds and fine weather were 

found at Stephen Island, and a NW ran us down to the Heads where we arrived on 14 

September. At 7 o'clock next morning   Pilot Holmes boarded but was prevented from 

beating into port owing to the heavy NW winds. Unpleasant heavy weather came on 

and the ship went half way across the Strait. Next morning she came back to the 

Heads and waited for the evening's tide. The Wairoa comes into port in good order 

both aloft and below. Her immigrants were landed by the baggage boat SS Moa. The 

Wairoa has entered at the Customs and will be berthed at the wharf today.  

 

Timaru Herald, 6 October 1882 -The New Zealand Shipping Company's Wairoa 

made port yesterday from London. The Wairoa left London on 1 July and after 

taking migrants at Plymouth she passed the Scilly Isles on the 10 August. The 

medical department of Dr J W White is on his first visit to the colony. All have a 

good word for the Wairoa and their admiration for Captain Barclay, with the remark 

of “there was not a man on board who wouldn’t die for him." The voyage throughout 

was a stormy one. The ship rolled fearfully at times, and large quantities of water 

swept the decks. Captain Barclay and his officers, First Mate Jameson, Second Mate 

Cronche and Third Mate Fildes, have succeeded by their watchfulness to all on board 

by bringing the Wairoa into port without damage, accident or injury. 
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Opawa 
 

 

 

 

In 1876 the NZSC changed builders by opting for Stephen’s of Glasgow who 

constructed three ships for the company. These were the last sailing ships ever to be 

built for the NZSC. The first of those three was named Opawa which was very 

similar in size and appearance to other ships of the company. The Opawa was 

launched and registered on 14 November 1876. She was one of three sailing ships of 

the company to be fitted with Haslam’s refrigeration system. After an 86 day run 

from Plymouth under the command of Captain McInnes, the ship arrived at Lyttleton 

in 1877. 

An account of Opawa’s second outward passage under Captain Friston is 

reported by The Lyttleton Times 9 December 1878. 

The NZSC ship Opawa, under Captain Friston was towed out of Plymouth on 7 

September 1878, and dropped both her pilot and tug at 2pm when clear of the 

Eddystone Lighthouse. Endured calms for two days but on 12 September while in 

fine weather she got a light nor’easter which took her to 14N and 26W. On 26 

September we overhauled the Waipa of the NZSC and kept company with her for 

three days. With 287 souls on board, as well as three births during the passage, the 

Opawa was bound for Timaru to disembark 103 immigrants before going on to 

Lyttleton with the remainder. But heavy weather prevented the ship going into 

Timaru, so on taking steam with the tug Titan she docked at Gladstone Pier Lyttleton 

on 7 December. The officers are First Mate Mr Cruickshank who was on the ship last 

voyage, Second Mate Mr Solaby and Third Mate Mr Bond who was also on the last 

voyage.  

The Health and Immigration Officers accompanied by representatives of the 

NZSC made the following report. It was found that the passage from the UK had 

been a fine weather one. The equator was crossed 28 days out, Gough Island 47, and 

Cape Leeuwin after 72 days. A week was spent working up the NZ coast where most 

unfavourable weather was experienced. The passage has occupied 91 days from 

Plymouth or 84 days land to land. The whole of the immigrants appear to be a good 

and useful lot, and have expressed the excellent treatment they received during the 

passage; there was also the unvarying kindness and attention shown to them by 

Captain Friston, the Surgeon Superintendant, the officers and crew. The Opawa has 

arrived in excellent order all around, each of the divisions occupied by the immigrants 
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were found to be in a very high state of cleanliness, while the essential matters of 

ventilation and light had been well addressed. We are glad to say that no deaths 

occurred amongst the migrants during the passage, and any sicknesses were 

successfully dealt with by Dr R Bowen-Hogg the medical superintendant. Without 

doubt he has won the admiration of all on board with his kind manner and medical 

skills. Moreover, with his mild yet firm manner he has maintained a good discipline 

which has prevailed throughout the passage, and we congratulate him on this, his first 

sea voyage with so many passengers, immigrants and crew. In his own report he 

states that amongst the children whooping cough manifested itself when the ship was 

four days out of Plymouth. The mother and child were isolated and everything was 

done to prevent the infection spreading. After 12 days at sea a case of measles broke 

out; child and mother were similarly isolated until the malady was gone. The highest 

temperature in the ‘tween deck was 87fahr on 27 September and the lowest was 

43fahr on 7 November. Dr Bowen-Hogg’s recommendations were that the 

government should supply the immigrants with better clothing and bedding, and more 

holystones for them to keep the decks clean. 

There were several amusements organised on board to wile away the tedium of the 

passage, while a newspaper was instituted by two of the saloon passengers which 

afforded a considerable amount of interest to all on board. Fire and boat drills were 

regularly practiced, and while the commissioners were on board at Lyttleton the fire 

alarm was sounded; within two minutes water was being pumped through the hoses, 

while at the same time the boats had been swung out, manned and made ready for 

lowering. On looking through the several divisions of the ship, we found that the 

single women were under the charge of the Matron Mrs Triggs and her assistant Mrs 

Parkiss. The Matron gives all the girls an excellent character as they seemed to be 

most comfortable and contented during the passage. The girls speak most highly of 

the matron who enlightened their labours. The married couples consist of 36 families; 

there are 65 children in all, and because there were no serious illnesses amongst them 

it speaks volumes for Dr Bowen-Hogg’s dedication to his duty. The single men’s 

quarters housed 97 strapping fellows who look thoroughly fitted for a colony life; in 

their compartment good order and decorum was very noticeable. 

 Throughout the passage the food was abundant and of excellent quality with never a 

single complaint heard of. The whole of the three immigrant compartments were 

found and left in excellent order and the commissioners are completely satisfied with 
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the ‘tween decks in general. There was however one fatality during the passage which 

occurred when one of the able seamen named Charles Johnson fell from the mizzen 

rigging into the water and drowned. The ship was moving at 8-9 knots at the time, the 

ship was hove to and whereas every effort was made to save him he lost his life. 

Indeed, a lifebuoy was thrown to him as he struggled in the water, but because he 

couldn’t swim the few feet needed to reach the lifebuoy, and before anybody could re

-act he went under. An able seaman friend of his named Albert Swanson who had 

been shipmates with the lost sailor on other ships for five years, said that Johnson 

couldn’t  

Total number of immigrants landed in New Zealand including three births was 293. 

The ships spoken by Opawa on the passage were the Paramatta on 10 September, 

five days out of Plymouth towards Sydney - Waipa on 26 September towards 

Dunedin - KTPD French steamer towards Rio on17 October, and Martin Scott 15 

days out of Liverpool on 17  October towards Calcutta. 

On Opawa’s arrival at New Zealand there were four crew desertions, and ten more 

who paid off by mutual consent; one of those was the ship’s surgeon Dr Bowen Hogg 

who had made a pre-arranged signing on contract of ‘working his passage.’ Also 

mentioned was a list of the drowned sailor Charles Johnson’s gear. Instead of 

returning the belongings of dead seamen to their next of kin, it was more often than 

not auctioned on board amongst the crew. The proceeds of the auction would then be 

forwarded to the next of kin. 

1Camphor wood chest - 2pairs of socks – several clay pipes -2 pair of mitts – razor 

and box – 1 old black cap – 1 pair of braces – 1 silk handkerchief – 1 tobacco box and 

purse – 1 fish hook and line – 2 sail-maker’s needles – 1 pipe and case – 1 New 

Testament – 1 pocket knife – 4 flannels – 1 neck tie – 2 singlets – 2 pair of cotton 

drawers – 2 letters – 4 white shirts – 1 skein of silk – 1 old watchcase – 1 empty 

bottle – 1 pair cloth trousers – 1 ditty bag – 1 waist coat – 1 canvas bag containing a 

suit of oilskins – 2 pair of sea boots – 1 great coat – 1 cap – 1 pair bluchers(leather 

half boots) – 1 looking glass – blanket – playing cards – 2 flannel shirts – 1 dungaree 

jumper – 1 pair moleskin trousers – 1 pair serge trousers – 1 scarf – 1 counterpane – 1 

pillow – The old straw mattress or donkey’s breakfast was thrown overboard. 

The Opawa was regarded as a fast ship by making over 20 voyages from the UK to 

NZ she completed seven of her outward bound passages in less than 90 days. Her best 

passage being made in 1880 when she arrived at Lyttleton from Plymouth in 81 days 
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with 197 passengers. During that 1880 passage under Captain Friston, 11 British 

warships were seen on exercise in the English Channel. 

The Lyttleton Times 27 October 1880 – describes the migrants as an exceptionally 

respectable body of people. The appearance of the ship also deserves praise, and the 

accommodation as being scrupulously clean. During 1883 the Opawa made the best 

voyage of her career when she ran from London to Lyttleton and back to the Capital 

in six months and nine days. But on the following outward passage to Wellington in 

1884-85 tragedy struck the ship. After having complained of an ailment for some 

days, Captain Mathers went to the foc’sle head one evening and attempted to jump 

overboard. He was prevented from doing so, but shortly afterwards he jumped over 

the starboard side. The ship was quickly hove to and a boat lowered, but although the 

captain was picked up ten minutes later he was found to be dead. First Mate Mr 

Banks assumed command and brought the ship into Wellington. At an enquiry it 

stated that due to his severe pain Captain Mathers had leapt overboard while the 

balance of his mind was disturbed. By 1898 the Opawa had been reduced to a barque 

and on 4 October her refrigeration machinery was dismantled. Three of the sailors 

had complained to the Marine Department that the ship was unsafe due to the iron 

wire standing rigging. The complaint was upheld and an examination of the shrouds 

and backstays was carried out by specialist riggers in front of the authorities. 

However, after the servings had been stripped the shrouds and backstays were found 

to be in a sound condition. But shortly afterwards in 1899 the Opawa was sold to 

S.O. Stray of Norway and re-named Aquila. She lasted until 14 March 1917 when the 

41 year old ship was torpedoed in the North Sea.  
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Piako 
 

The second of the three ships built by Stephen’s of Glasgow was the 1,136 ton Piako 

which was launched in December 1876. She sailed on her first voyage under Captain 

Fox on 5 February 1877from London for Lyttelton via Plymouth with 290 migrant 

passengers and a crew of 40. She made that first voyage to New Zealand in 99 days, a 

reasonably good passage for the times.On her second voyage Captain WB Boyd 

assumed command. Leaving Plymouth on 20 November 1877, the Piako arrived at 

Port Chalmers on 12 February 1878 after being 76 days and 12 hours from port to 

port – a passage that was close to being a record. But Piako's third passage almost 

ended in disaster. Still under Captain Boyd she sailed on 11 October 1878 from 

Plymouth with 288 passengers, a crew of 40 and 1,050 tons of general cargo. After 

being at sea for a month on 11 November, and when she was 180 miles from 

Pernambuco, (now Recife) smoke was reported to be coming through the fore hatch 

ventilator at 10.45 am. In order to get to the seat of the fire the hatch tarpaulins were 

stripped, but a 20-foot flame leapt into the air and blew the hatch boards off. The 

foremost tier of cargo in the ‘tween deck was ablaze. The sailors tried to put the fire 

out by using the quickly rigged fire hose but to little effect. They then decided to 

batten down the hatch and get at the fire from another direction. They then tried to get 

at the fire from the married quarters below decks, but the dense and acrid smoke 

prevented them advancing very far. 

There were 160 men among the migrant passengers, and whereas some of them acted 

bravely enough, there were others who were running around in a state of panic. The 

captain was therefore obliged to stand at the break of the poop with pistol in hand. He 

was calming the women while ensuring that his orders were carried out. Once the 

boats were lowered into the water there was a rush for them by some of the panic 

stricken rougher characters, but whilst brandishing his pistol Captain Boyd met that 

rush with the order of "Stand back everybody, women and children first."  Amidst the 

thick palls of poisonous smoke rising skywards, everything possible was being done 

by the sailors to contain the blaze. At 2pm the cry of "Sail Ho!" came from the 

lookout and from then on the fearful situation settled down. The ship sighted turned 

out to be the Loch Doon which recognised Piako’s plight and steered towards her; 
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but it still took 3 hours until 5pm for her to get close enough to transfer the 

passengers. (The 786 ton Loch Doon was owned by D&J Sproat of Liverpool, and at 

the time of her assisting the Piako, she was on charter to the NZSC.) All the sailors 

volunteered to stay on board Piako to extinguish the fire and were on the pumps for 

48 hours non stop. However, after having reached Pernambuco, Captain Boyd found 

his troubles were far from over when he discovered that smallpox was raging through 

the port with about400 people dying daily. However, there was a small uninhabited 

island named Coconut Island about seven miles up the river from Pernambuco which 

was surrounded by a lot of sand and coconut trees. Captain Boyd hired the island and 

Piako's passengers were landed there from the Loch Doon. But they had to endure a 

six week stay on the island while food and water was sent up from the under repair 

Piako. Prior to that Captain Boyd and his crew had managed to save the ship. The fire 

was extinguished by scuttling the ship in the shallows to the level of her poop deck. 

When she was raised again very little damage was found to the ship’s hull, masts and 

rigging, but the fire had destroyed most of the cargo in the forward part of the hold, 

plus the greater part of the emigrant's baggage, as well as the galley and donkey-

engine. The Piako finally arrived at Lyttelton on 5 March 1879 after necessary 

repairs had been made and after being 145 days out from Plymouth. An investigation 

was held at both Pernambuco and at Lyttelton, but the cause of the fire was never 

determined. On her very next outward passage from Plymouth the cry of "Fire!" was 

once again heard on 

the Piako. But this time the fire was quickly extinguished. It was later determined 

that a box of signal rockets which were stored in the lazarette had somehow ignited, 

probably from friction due to the heavy rolling in the roaring forties while running her 

Easting down. This passage was her second best, arriving at Lyttelton on 16 

January1880 after being 85 days out of Plymouth. 

 

Captain Boyd stayed in the Piako for six voyages and was by far her best 

commander. Her best homeward passage of 71 days was made under his command. 

He left the ship to take over the firm's agency at Dunedin. Captain Sutherland was 

another well known commander of the Piako. He had her from 1885 until in the early 

1892's when she was sold to J.E. Schaffer of Elsfleth, Germany. However, eight years 

later in 1900 when bound to the Cape from Melbourne with supplies for the troops in 

the Boer War, the Piako was posted missing when almost 25 years old. 
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                 Piako 
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Wanganui 
 

 

 

 

 The last of the three ships to come from Stephen’s Glasgow yard for the NZSC, and 

the last sailing ship ever to be built for the company was the Wanganui that was 

launched in January 1877. Similar in appearance to all the other ships in the fleet, her 

figurehead was carved to the likeness of the company’s chairman Mrs J L Coster.  

The Wanganui with Captain Watt in command left London via Gravesend for 

Lyttleton on the 20 March 1877; she anchored at The Nore for the night before 

weighing at first light on the 21st. The ship’s cook named David Fraser aged 28 who 

had had succumbed to pneumonia died in the English Channel; the ship was obliged 

to put into Portland for a replacement and embark a total of 50 saloon and steerage 

class passengers. Leaving Portland on 28 March 1877 she arrived at Lyttleton on 1 

July. William Barton a steerage passenger died of peritonitis on the 14th of April and 

was buried the same night. During her outward passage the Wanganui sailed 330 

miles in 23½ hours whilst in the roaring forties. Dr Hilliard, the medical officer 

reports that the general health of the passengers was good.  In line with the 

company’s recreational system to reduce any boredom, several concerts and other 

entertainments were held during the passage. 

Lyttleton Times - Voyage Account for the third outward passage 30 December 

1878 

The ship seen off Ocean Beach on the forenoon of December 30th proved to be the 

NZSC ship Wanganui; on reaching the Heads she was met by the smart little tug 

steamer Koputai, which after passing her towing line brought her up to the Powder 

Ground at 8 p.m. She was boarded by the Customs officers and was cleared in. Our 

old friend Captain Watt who is now in command of the Wanganui is the man who 

brought the first shipment of salmon ova to this country on the Celestial Queen. 

Captain Watt brings with him Mr Henderson as his chief officer, Mr Ferries as his 

second, and Mr Wilkinson as the third. It is needless to describe the passenger 

accommodation of this ship as it is the same as that of the Waipa, Otaki and Piako. 
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She brings some 50 passengers, and carries a surgeon named Dr Beard who after 

working his passage is about to settle in New Zealand. The Wanganui has also 

brought 1,950 tons of cargo and some 20 tons of explosives powder, when the latter 

has been discharged at the powder ground she will come up to the pier to discharge 

her general cargo. Dr Beard reports the general health of the passengers to be good 

with just one case of sickness which resulted in death. The victim was Mr James 

Paton aged 38 and was by trade a painter and a resident of Christchurch.  

Captain Watt kindly furnished our shipping reporter with the following report of the 

Wanganui's passage from London: She left Gravesend on 1 October  and 

experienced moderate Southerly winds down the Channel until abreast of Portland 

Bill. Reached latitude 24.30 N on October 20th, and thence took up the first of the 

N.E. Trades. They proved fickle, and were lost in latitude 11 N on October 27th. 

Reached latitude 1.30 N on November 5th and then took the S.E. Trades crossing the 

Equator on the same day in longitude 27-30 W (thirty-six days out). On November 

sighted the island of Trinidad. Crossed the meridian of Greenwich November 25th, in 

latitude 42 36 S. (having passed Gough island two days previously), the Cape of 

Good Hope was rounded on November 28th in latitude 45 S... She sighted Price 

Edward Island on December 3rd. The meridian of Cape Leuwin was crossed on 

December 18th in latitude 52 21 S, longitude 116.32 E. Snared at 3 a.m. on the 29th. 

Passed Stewart Island at noon the same day, and breasted the Nuggets on the same 

night,' thence lay becalmed until 4 am. Taken up to the Heads and boarded by Pilot 

Kelly, and brought up to the anchorage. The best day's work being effected on the 

27th December, when she mage 310 miles, as strong W.S.W. breeze prevailing. Her 

passage from port to port has occupied 89 days, and from land to land 84 days. 

Mr. H. Hubbard who was later employed by the Union Steamship Company, entered 

the service of the NZSC in 1879 as an apprentice on the Wairoa. But on changing to 

the catering branch he joined the Wanganui in 1884 as her chief steward and made 

two trips in her. He states “After discharging our outward cargo in 1884 we were sent 

to Napier to load for London but had to lie in Hawke's Bay for over three months. On 

two occasions the ship had to weigh anchor and run out to sea for several days to ride 

out the strong Southerly gales. With Captain Adams we experienced very bad weather 

on the voyage back to the UK. Under the command of Captain Watt I sailed again in 

the Wanganui from London in June 1887. We were detained some days after being 

ready for sea owing to a fire breaking out on board the Orari which was lying 

http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-419362.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-420217.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-420217.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-419361.html
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alongside us. She was also ready for sea and should have sailed by the some tide as 

us. All hands were engaged during the night in assisting to quell the fire until the dock 

fire brigade arrived. The passengers who were on board were much concerned about 

their personal belongings while some of the Orari's wreckage fell onto our decks. 

When we eventually sailed the Wanganui had a fair run until rounding the Cape but 

then encountered hard Westerlies. On one occasion heavy seas broke on board and 

stove in the forward deck house, smashing the starboard bulwarks and the galley, 

during which two seamen and the cook were severely injured. After discharging the 

cargo at Wellington we were towed to Picton by the steamer Moa, but were detained 

there for over two months. We took a large number of sheep on board and returned to 

Wellington, we sailed from that port just four days after the ill-fated Marlborough 

which disappeared with all hands. The Halcione was also at Picton, and we were 

informed that the Wanganui and Halcione were the first two large ships to load 

cargo for the UK. On arrival at London the Wanganui was sold and renamed 

Blenheim. I was then transferred to the Orari, and sailed for Wellington in 1889." 

The Wanganui, did not make any record trips when in the NZSC, but did make better 

than average runs. Her best passage was to Lyttelton in 1878 under Captain Watt. 

This was accomplished in 80 days port to port. Her next best run of 84 days to Port 

Chalmers was in 1879 when she was also under Captain Watt. She ran until 1889 

under the NZSC flag but was then sold to the Shaw-Savill Company. Re-named 

Blenheim she remained in the New Zealand trade until 1899 with her last and longest 

run of 122 days from Liverpool. On her arrival at Wellington during her last trip in 

1899, Captain Colville who’d been in command of the Blenheim for six complete 

voyages stated, “It has been the most wearisome passage I have experienced for many 

years with violent and dreadful weather throughout the whole passage.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-419361.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-420217.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-419230.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-420217.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-420217.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-419377.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-419361.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-420217.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-419377.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-419377.html
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The outward passages of the Wanganui 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain Sailed from UK Arrived at Date Days of passage

Watt 20 – 03 - 1877 Lyttleton 01 - 07 - 1877 103 

Watt 25 -11 -  1877 Lyttleton 13 - 02 - 1878 80 

Watt 01 – 10 - 1878 Port Chalmers 30 - 12 - 1878 89 

Watt 05  - 09 - 1879 Port Chalmers 06 - 12 - 1879 84 

Watt 
Watt 

07 – 08 - 1880 
22  - 07 - 1881 

Auckland 
Lyttleton 

07 - 11 - 1880 
04 – 11 - 1881 

92 
105 

Watt 29 – 07 – 1882- Wellington 08 – 11 - 1882 102 

Adams 23 – 08 - 1883 Lyttleton 24 – 11 - 1883 96 

Adams 18 – 06 – 1885 Auckland 17 – 09 - 1885 90 

Adams 22 – 04 - 1886 Wellington 12 – 08 - 1886 112 

Watt 06 – 06 - 1987 Wellington 22 – 09 - 1887 108 

  
Sold to the 

  
Shaw Saville 

  
& Albion Line 

  
and re-named 

  
“Blenheim” 

Colville 05  - 12 -1891 Auckland 03 – 03 - 1891 85 

Colville 05 -03 - 1892 Wellington 18 – 06 - 1892 105 

Colville 02 -09 - 1893 Wellington 08 – 12 -1893 97 

Colville 19 – 08 - 1894 Port Chalmers 10 – 12 - 1894 110 

Colville 16 – 09 - 1896 Port Chalmers 05 – 01 - 1897 102 

Colville 12 – 10 - 1897 Port Chalmers 02 – 02 - 1898 101 

Colville 22 – 10 -1898 Wellington 23 --01 – 1899 122 

Sold in 1903 To Norway       
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White Eagle 
 

 

In 1850 Captain William Story Croudace married Elsie Stephen, she was the daughter 

of the Scottish shipbuilder Alexander Stephen who was  also a ship owner; two of the 

sailing vessels he operated were the  White Eagle and Corona. The 833 ton White 

Eagle which was later to become the Pareora of the NZSC, signed her maiden 

voyage crew on 18 April 1855 at Glasgow and left the Clyde for Melbourne two days 

later. She was one of numerous ships that sailed between the UK, Australia, and New 

Zealand The White Eagle carried 13 cabin and 49 steerage passengers as well as a 

crew of 42. In command was 34 year old Captain Croudace. 

Born at Leeds in 1821 Captain Croudace had obtained his masters certificate at 

Dundee in 1849. The voyage on the White Eagle was his first to Australia, and from 

his log which is now held in the National Archives of New Zealand, we can glean 

something of the trials and tribulations that both he and his crew as well as the 

emigrants endured during the passage. No doubt the journey was typical of many 

others in which there was heavy weather, men overboard and crews on the verge of 

mutiny. 

White Eagle’s Crew consisted of: Master, Surgeon, 1st mate, 2nd mate, Carpenter, 

Bosun, Sail maker, 3 apprentices, chief cook, second cook, chief steward, second 

steward, assistant steward, Matron, assistant matron, schoolmaster, cabin boy, 20 able 

seamen and 3 boys. 

Captain’s Log 

20 April - South of the Tuskar, Able Seaman John Lawson who was working on the 

starboard life boat fell overboard; the ship hove to and a boat was quickly lowered; 

http://www.dmcsoft.com/tamh/article.php?articleid=4&article=newspr13
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
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every effort was made to find him in the water but he was lost. 

 

21 April - The chief steward was found to be incapable of his duties and demoted to 

second steward, his pay has been reduced to £2 per month. 

 

22 April – John - ,,,,,,,,,,,, Unable to perform his duties due to venereal disease. His 

pay has been stopped until he can work again. 

 

23 April – William - ,,,,,,,,,,, Unable to perform his duties due to venereal disease. His 

pay has been stopped until he can work again. 

For the next five weeks the ship took a South Westerly course across the Atlantic, and 

judging by the lack of entries in the captain's log there were no serious incidents. But 

on 26 May when off the coast of Brazil, the ship was hit by a terrific storm in 23S and 

36W. 

 

 

               From The Melbourne Argus 16th August 1855 and taken from the 

Captain’s log -  

 

 

              26 May -The White Eagle was struck by a heavy sea that unshipped the 

wheel and carried away the spokes. Helmsman William Devonshire who was lashed 

down was thrown over the wheel and sustained a serious scalp wound. He was 

conveyed to the mate’s cabin and the wound was sewn up by the surgeon. He did not 

return to duty for a month. Experienced a violent hurricane having the whole of the 

poop fittings washed away, and 4 feet of water in the saloon for several hours. All 

hands and passengers engaged in bailing out. The ship is built with 5 watertight 

compartments but there is 2½ feet of water in the main compartment. Every soul fore 

and aft has given up any hope of survival. 

 

16 June - Again she was caught in a cyclone at 37-S and  0-W which filled her with 

water to the height of 4 feet on the deck, split all the sails, stove in a quarter boat and 

damaged the fore rigging. Captain Croudace made the decision to head towards South 

Africa for repairs and supplies. But on her arrival at Simon’s Bay trouble really came 
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to a head with the crew. In the midst of Atlantic Ocean storms it had been a matter of 

life and death for all to work together. But the safety of port revealed the crew's 

discontent. 

 

28 June 1855 - At anchor in Simon's Bay. The crew worked reluctantly and were 

very noisy causing great annoyance to the chief and second officer. They paid little 

attention to the orders given and one AB named John Bellamy hauled the ensign 

down; but when he was brought before me and rebuked he said he would do it again. 

I put him in irons. The whole crew left their work and came aft in a body, but most 

reluctantly turned to again when ordered. 

 

29 June - For the peace of the ship I had Able Seamen John Bellamy & John 

Fullarton taken ashore and discharged them before the magistrate.  

 

30 June - Most of the crew were drunk kicking up a noise and making use of 

disgusting language until nearly 11 pm. They rendered themselves incapable of 

keeping the night anchor watch and that obliged the officers of the ship to keep it for 

them.  

 

Sunday 1 July 1855 at 10 am. I called the men aft and explained to them the articles 

and again asked them if they would wash the decks down. They all refused. AB 

Griffiths said he would rather go to gaol stating it was unnecessary work. I replied 

saying I would stop a days pay from each of them and put them on bread and water if 

they refused. They said they did not care, and when I ordered them forward at 8pm 

they all refused to keep the anchor watch. James Johnstone an AB began disputing the 

right I had to make them keep a night watch. Samuel Hendry an AB refused to do any 

more duty.  

John Sheasby AB who had rowed the master ashore absconded from the boat whilst 

waiting for his return. The day previous he had asked for his discharge and was 

willing to give up his wages, he said the crew had led him such a dog’s life he was 

feeling wretched and could no longer remain on the ship with them. Several of the 

crew found themselves serving six weeks in Simon's Town Prison for the trouble they 

had caused. But with crew numbers made up again the ship set out for Australia.  

 Making good progress and without further serious incident the ship arrived at Port 
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Phillip Heads on 15th August 1855, 29 days out from Simons Town. She was brought 

in by the steam tug Lioness into Hobson's Bay. 

 

 

 

Friday Aug 1 - Steward Alexander Murray had permission to go ashore and return 

the next morning at 6am. He absconded having already sent his clothes ashore with 

the assistance of the steerage passengers.  

 

 Saturday Aug 18 - Gilbert Preston the cook asked for permission to go ashore and 

buy a pair of boots. A two shillings sub was given for their purchase. He absconded.  

 

Tuesday Aug 21 - James Gilmour King 3rd steward and John Russell Butcher were 

discharged by mutual consent. 

 

Friday Aug 24 – Able Seamen John Duncan, William Devonshire and Alexander 

Cheap deserted during the night taking their clothes with them. Notice was given at 

the Police Office for their apprehension and a reward of two pounds was offered for 

each. 

 

Tuesday Aug 28 - William McIntosh the Bosun, Peter Giffard and James Welsh able 

seaman deserted during the night. 

 

 Saturday Sept 1 – Apprentice Joshua Young had liberty to spend a week ashore 

with his uncle, but after remaining with them six days he absconded and was not 

found up to the date of the ship's departure from Melbourne.  It seems that even 

family ties matters not, Captain Croudace's two nephews Alfred and William Jessop 

were serving as apprentices on the White Eagle but he noted in his log. 

 

Sunday Sept 2 - Robert Henderson the sail maker and Alfred Jessop an apprentice 

deserted taking a lighters boat; a two pounds reward is offered for their apprehension. 

Had Alfred told his brother William what he intended to do? Why did a boy of 16 

decide to desert ship on the other side of the world leaving all he knew behind? It 

seems the reason was young Sarah Nixon a steerage passenger travelling with her 
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parents. We know this because a little over a year later I heard that they were married, 

and 17 year old Alfred had suddenly become 21. After a few years in Melbourne they 

left for the Ballarat Goldfields where Alfred would make his living in the mines. Did 

he ever see or hear from his brother or his family in England again? 

Captain Croudace's final log entry on departing: Port Phillip Heads 20 

September 1855   

None of the deserters had been recovered so their places were taken by Lascars and 

Europeans. 

 

The White Eagle departed from Melbourne on 20 September 1855 and returned to 

London via Calcutta. She arrived there on 16 May 1856 which was 13 months after 

departing Glasgow. 

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,                             

 

Ten years later - Captain Croudace returned to Australia in 1866 on the 1,199 ton 

ship Corona which was carrying 300 convicts with 30 guards and their families to the 

Swan River Colony - later to become Perth. In charge of the convicts on that voyage 

was Royal Navy Surgeon Superintendent William Crawford. His journal gives us an 

indication of the conditions onboard:  

 

6 September1866 - Surgeon Superintendent went ashore to inspect the prisoners at 1 

pm. During his absence 98 convicts arrived on board from Chatham. One of the crew 

who was seized with Cholera was sent on shore. Weighed anchor at 4am on 7 

September on passage to Fremantle.  

 

14 September - Very rough weather all last night. Strong squall at 3am with many 

seasick. Wine issued for the first time. 

 

15 September - Prisoner 7604 William Sharp very sick. His bedding & clothing was 

thrown overboard. 

 

16 September - Prisoners no 7811 Enoch Gibson and no 7037 Alexander McCulloch 

suffering from Diarrhoea with cramps and symptoms of Cholera. 
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17 September - William Sharp departed this life. 

 

 

20 September - Prisoner No 7564 Owen King suffering from Choleric Diarrhoea. 

 

23 September - Divine service in the prison.11.15pm Enoch Gibson departed this 

life...wine issued to all hands. 

 

17 Oct. - Very rough weather during the night. Most of the prisoners were sick. Wine 

issued to all at 1.20pm - Much rain today. 

 

24 Oct.  3.15pm. The wife of guard Casey safely born a daughter... wine issued. 

 

25 Oct.  6.30. The wife of Sergeant Hughes delivered of a son. 

 

4 Nov - 10.50am One of the sailors went overboard, a life buoy thrown out to him 

immediately by which he was supported until he was reached by the ships boat which 

had been lowered immediately. 

 

8 Nov. – 7.50 am. -7718 Thomas Hinson departed this life.3.30pm Thomas Hinson 

was carried to the rail by his three mates. 

 

25-Nov. - A discovery indicated the resourcefulness of some of the convicts. This 

evening (on doing his usual rounds) the carpenter discovered several small holes bored 

through the adjacent deck planks that formed in the shape a square, evidently intended 

to make a hatch sufficiently large enough for the passage of a man's body. On 

examining the upper surface of the ‘tween deck in the convicts quarters, not the least 

trace of a cut or abrasion of the plank could be seen, so ingeniously had the same been 

filled in with waste paper and soap; and only by pushing up a wire from below, could 

the place be found. It was situated under the bottom board of one of the convict’s beds. 

No doubt another day or two would have completed it and admitted the convicts into 

the hold. On questioning the men they denied all knowledge of it, but because of the 

serious nature, the two men occupying the berths over the place and the Captain of the 

Mess were selected by the Surgeon Superintendent for Corporal punishment, and at 

noon this was carried into execution as follows 
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No 456 Hugh McGriskin 18 lashes - No 9311 George Egan 24 lashes - No 275 John 

Barker 24 lashes - the two latter were afterwards put into hand and leg irons.  

 

23 Dec. Arrived at Fremantle 9.30am. The Controller General and Commandant 

arrived onboard and inspected the ship, and then made arrangements for the dis-

embarkation of the prisoners and guards tomorrow commencing 6am. 

After landing the convicts the Corona sailed on to Calcutta to pick up 433 Indian 

workers destined for the fields of Jamaica. But 14 died of them en route in what was a 

much higher death toll than amongst the convicts. 

Captain Croudace’s principal business was in the acquisition of his own fleet of ships. 

Amongst them were the Broomhall, the steel barques Procyon of1892, Castor of 

1886, Orion of1890, and the tanker Pollux of1887. He also had interests in the 

whaling vessels Mysanthean, Triune and Cornwallis, all of which were lost. 

Another of his vessels the St Enoch under the command of Captain Browse departed 

Dundee in March 1878 with two thousand tons of coal en route for Calcutta. Last 

sighted off Dover she and her 33 hands were never seen again. That and the fate of 

his own two sons will remind us of the enormous toll of lives and ships taken by the 

sea in those days. His sons were both mariners who died at sea, Captain John Stephen 

Croudace of the Orion in 1897 and Lawrence Croudace on Rover in 1886. Captain 

Croudace though having survived many years at sea was still working to his last day, 

but died on a Dundee train at the age of 73. 

 

 

 

http://www.bruzelius.info/Nautica/ships/Merchant/Sail/P/Procyon(1892).html
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Pareora 
 

 

The Daily Southern Cross of Auckland August 1875 

The iron clipper ship White Eagle under Captain Andrews arrived off the North Head 

from London last night after a passage of 88 days. She sailed from Gravesend on 14 

July and passed the Lizard on the 17th. When in 25-58 South, and 35-42 West in fine 

weather, a dismasted vessel was sighted bearing nine miles to the West. Bore down 

on her and found it to be the hull of a large iron ship that was completely burnt out. 

Passed around her stern, we made out the letters T I of the vessel's name, and LIR of 

the port from which she hailed (most probably Liverpool). Boarded the wreck and 

thoroughly examined it but could not find a single vestige of wood except for a part 

of the jib boom.  The White Eagle is a very pretty and lofty vessel and is owned by 

Messrs Bilbe and Co of London, but has recently been sold to the New Zealand 

Shipping Company and will come up into harbour this morning. 

April 1877 - This ship was built in 1855 by Alexander Stephen of Glasgow for one of 

his subsidiary company’s Stephen & McFarlane. On her launching in 1855 she was 

named White Eagle, and Captain Croudace of Dundee was her maiden voyage 

commander. Built of iron and ship rigged she had a tonnage of 873, while her other 

dimensions were 199 x 32 x 21. The White Eagle had been designed and built for 

carrying migrants, but under her first owners she had also transported convicts to 

Australia as well as coolies from India to both Durban and Jamaica. At a later date 

she changed hands, and after having carried UK migrants to Australia and New 

Zealand in 1875 and 1876, she was purchased by the NZSC from Bilbe & Co of 

London in April 1877. The ship was then given a thorough overhaul and re-named 

Pareora in September of that year.  

1 July 1880 the Wellington Evening Post reports that while under the command of 

Captain Power, the Pareora sailed from London on 25 March 1880, and after 97 days 
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arrived at Wellington on 30 June. She had 50 passengers and a crew of 42 but no 

steerage class. The weather had been good all the way out, but on nearing the NZ 

coast in what is the middle of the New Zealand winter, the weather took a dramatic 

turn for the worse. On board were some prize short horned cattle consisting of one 

bull, a cow with its calf and three heifers and all were landed in splendid condition. 

During that passage disaster struck on 30 April when 13 year old George Freeman 

who was one of the apprentices was lost overboard. Making his first trip to sea the 

boy had been giving assistance on the main yard sheets, but he was hit a glancing 

blow by a swinging block which knocked him overboard. The ship was hove to and 

with the second mate in charge, the emergency boat which was already swung out 

was quickly manned and lowered, but after searching for over an hour no trace of the 

boy could be found. It was supposed that the boy had been stunned or knocked 

unconscious when he was struck. There had been no illnesses during the passage and 

Dr Johnstone the Port Medical Officer cleared the ship immediately. 

Pareora was almost lost in 1881 when after sailing from the West India Dock in 

London she first stopped off at Gravesend to load explosives before going on towards 

Plymouth. But due to the increasingly strong westerly winds she anchored in The 

Downs for the night. She was not alone as a number of other ships both steam and sail 

had also taken refuge there. After a period of being battered by the gales the ship lost 

much of her spars and rigging, and then during the next two days she dragged on her 

ground tackle and lost one of her anchors. But after the winds had subsided she was 

able to take a tow back to Gravesend to effect repairs. 

The last passage out to New Zealand for the Pareora began at London on 19 August 

1884. After a fine weather run she arrived at Taranaki on 8 December after being 98 

days at sea. She had no passengers and her captain’s complement was 26. Because 

she had no steam power for unloading the ship lay in the harbour for a week before 

proceeding to Invercargill. She carries general cargo which is mostly building 

materials. 

The Pareora had completed two voyages to New Zealand under the ownership of  

Bilbe & Co, the first in 1875 under Captain Andrews, and the second in 1876 under 

Captain Roberts. Under the NZSC flag Captain Power had her for seven voyages 

between 1878 and 1783, and Captain Donaldson completed two voyages in her from 

8 August 1883 until 23 October 1884, she was then sold to Livingston & Co for 

scrap. But she was no flyer and never set any records. Her best outward passage of 83 
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White Eagle nearest top, with Corona below and her deck crowd posing for a photograph. 
These two ships were owned by the shipbuilder Alexander Stephen 
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days was from Plymouth to Port Chalmers in 1883 when she carried 21 passengers, 

and according to the Otago Daily Times she had 1,800 tons of cargo in her hold??? 

After leaving Invercargill with baled wool for the UK in March1884, and after 

discharge, the ship was first laid up looking for a buyer, but when the hoped for buyer 

never came forth she was  sold to the ship breakers in 1886 at 31 years of age. 

Because of their good looks the iron sailing ships of the NZSC have been referred to 

by some writers - and especially newspaper writers - as clipper ships. But in reality 

they were not, and neither is there is any such rig termed clipper. Indeed, the word 

clipper is a slang name and one that originated in America in the 1830s. However, 

what is generally referred to as being a clipper ship is a sailing vessel that is a fine 

lined and able to ‘clip’ or reduce the sailing time between two ports. The most noted 

of these sailing vessels, and the ones which were the originators of the term clipper 

ships were the Baltimore Schooners; they were the ones that set the tone for any ship 

that could sail fast and ‘clip’ time. Then the British version of the clipper ships 

arrived; the epitome of which is the Cutty Sark. In the last paragraph the Otago 

Daily Times states that the 833 ton Pareora carried 1,800 tons of cargo to Port 

Chalmers, a deadweight which is more than twice her gross tonnage -  of that there is 

no doubt. But in comparison the Cutty Sark with her larger gross tonnage of 921 

tons could only carry a maximum deadweight of 1,200 tons. The answer to it all is 

that the Cutty Sark was built for speed, is extremely fine lined and has a large dead-

rise. Her pseudonym of being a clipper therefore fits her, but in reality none of the 

iron built ships of the NZSC were clipper ships. They were constructed for carrying 

passengers, large cargoes, were built square with no pretensions to speed.  
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City of Perth 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In the days of sail there were some ships that experienced some notable incident or 

other which placed them in the pages of maritime history, and one of those ships 

which was firstly named City of Perth was later to become the Turakina. Indeed, 

there were two ‘notable incidents’ regarding that ship and one under each of her two 

names. The first of these was when she was sailing as the City of Perth; a fully 

rigged ship built by Charles Connell of Glasgow in 1868 for George Smith’s City 

Line. She grossed 1,189 tons and had a length of 232 feet. The ship traded to India in 

the first few years, but under Captain Beckett was diverted to Australia in 1873.Two 

years later in 1875 Captain Warden took over and after making several successful 

wool runs to Melbourne, the Glasgow registered ship was put on the London berth in 

1881to load for Canterbury. Captain McDonald then took command, and on leaving 

the UK on 4 December 1881 he reached his New Zealand destination after a 97 day 

run on 12 March 1882. After discharging her general cargo she went to Timaru to 

load wheat for the UK, but it was there that she fell victim to one of New Zealand’s 

notorious gales. 

As she lay at anchor on 13 May the City of Perth had almost finished loading in 

Caroline Bay of Timaru. But a gale suddenly sprung up and extra cable was paid out 

to ensure the ship didn’t drag. The velocity of the wind increased and even more 

chain was laid out. The ship was on a lee shore and any thought of escape to the open 

sea was by that time out of the question. As well as the gale that screamed through the 

rigging huge seas thundered over the ship and crashed onto the nearby beach. Also at 

anchor and quite close to the City of Perth was the Ben Venue, a smaller ship that 

was moored to two anchors; but even though she paid out as much cable as possible 

and both ships and took every precaution, they were battered all through the night by 

the ferocious gales. The 1,000 ton Ben Venue which had been in the bay since 5 May 

was presently discharging 500 tons of boxed off coal she’d brought from Newcastle 
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NSW.  Owned by Watson Brothers of Greenock she was under the command of 

Captain ‘Mad McGowan’ as her sailors affectionately called him.  But there was 

nothing mad about ‘Mad Mac, he was an excellent sailor and a most popular master 

with his crew. Indeed, so good seaman was he, that if his ship was out in the open sea 

facing the same elements of weather he wouldn’t have had a problem. The Ben 

Venue’s shifting boards in the hold had been removed to discharge the cargo, but 

what was left of the coal shifted in the violent rolling during the night and that gave 

the ship a heavy list. There was no let up in the atrocious weather of screaming gales 

and thundering seas and eventually that weather won the battle; at 8 am one of her 

anchor cables carried away. The spare anchor was immediately made ready and a 

steel wire rope known as the insurance wire was bent on, but as frantic efforts were 

made to get it over the side, the other anchor cable which was out to its bitter end (last 

link) also parted. The sailors had been down in the hold for most of the night trying to 

keep the coal in trim, but after the second anchor had been lost, and the port side boat 

ripped out of its chocks and smashed to firewood, the Old Man gave the dreaded 

order to abandon ship as she continued to drag towards the lee shore. The starboard 

boat was launched with great difficulty and after being tossed about in the raging sea 

was driven towards the City of Perth where the escapees managed to board. Captain 

McGowan took the gig boat and managed to land on the beach, while at the same 

time the wire rope which had held his ship’s third anchor also carried away. With all 

her ground tackle gone the unmanned Ben Venue was driven ashore and became 

completely wrecked. 

The City of Perth was not faring any better. In the boiling seas Captain McDonald 

her captain tried to get a boat ashore but it capsised on hitting the water; the second 

mate and carpenter were drowned while the first mate suffered a broken leg. On the 

beach great efforts were made by a large number of volunteer rescuers to launch the 

shore lifeboat. Captain Mills the harbour-master disapproved of the City of Perth 

abandoning as the weather was starting to ease. Nevertheless he took a 27 foot whaler 

and with the help of six men at the oars he went to the rescue. While at the same time 

Captain McGowan who had escaped from the Ben Venue took his own ship’s gig, 

and in company with the shore life-boat set out through the thundering seas in an 

attempt to rescue those on board the City of Perth. 

But with Captain Mills at the tiller the whaler capsised in the boiling surf and five of 

her crew including himself were drowned. Shortly afterwards the City of Perth’s 
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crew, and those rescued from the Ben Venue escaped the ship and managed to reach 

the beach. The last of the City of Perth’s moorings, namely the wire rope on the 

spare anchor then parted, and amidst the howling gale and huge breakers the ship was 

driven onto the beach stern first.  

The City of Perth was later refloated and towed to Port Chalmers for dry docking 

and repairs. Eleven months after that dreadful gale which had almost wrecked her, she 

loaded a cargo of wool at Invercargill on the Bluff and then sailed for London on the 

13th April 1883. In command was Captain McFarland who made the run home via 

the Horn in 86 days.  

The hull of the Ben Venue and her cargo was insured for £13,500. What was left of 

the wreck was sold for £150 after some portions had been salved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



85 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

City of Perth 



86 

City of Perth 

alias 
 

Turakina 
 

 

 

 

After a thorough refit in London the City of Perth was purchased by the NZSC. She 

left London on 24 October 1883 with Captain Power in command, and sailed for 

Auckland under her new name of Turakina.  After an 84 day passage she arrived in 

the Waitemata River of Auckland on 17 January 1884.  

On the following voyage in 1885 the Turakina under Captain Power had a bad time 

of it after sailing on 9 March when she was homeward bound from Port Chalmers 

towards London. It was hard gales all the way to Cape Horn, and then when good 

weather was expected in the South Atlantic she ran into a ferocious hurricane on 11 

April. Sails were blown out, a boat was smashed and part of the bulwarks and the top 

http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-420215.html
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rail were ripped off in the murderous seas. But she came through it all and crossed the 

Line on 3 May. After taking steam in the Channel she arrived in London on11 June 

after a 94 days passage.  

In the following years the Turakina made many successful runs to New Zealand. Her 

best effort being from London in 1886 when she sailed on 30 October; after taking 

migrants at Plymouth she crossed the Line twenty days later, rounded the Cape on 22 

December, passed Tasmania on 18 January, and three days later was abreast of the 

Snares before arriving at Port Chalmers on 24 January.  

However, after that there were several occasions on both the homeward and outward 

runs in which the Turakina encountered heavy weather. On one occasion during a 

hurricane in 1888 when the ship was bound from London towards Port Chalmers, the 

ship was pooped with a mountainous sea and both the first mate and the helmsman 

were washed overboard and lost. 

In 1889 the Turakina was fitted with Haslam’s refrigerating dry air machinery. She 

then went to Hamburg from where she made a fine run to Port Chalmers. Leaving 

Bishop's Rock behind her on 25 November, she crossed the Line on 12 December 

after being only seventeen days out. She rounded the Cape on January 6th, passed 

Tasmania on January 28th, and anchored at Port Chalmers on the 5 February. That 

passage was 84 days port to port or 72 days land to land. The ship's best day runs in 

the Southern Ocean were, 312, 310 and 302 miles.  

The Turakina also made a good run to Wellington in 1890; on that occasion she 

sailed from London on 11 October and had fine weather to the Line which was 

crossed after being twenty-eight days out. She passed Cape Leeuwin on 20 

December, Tasmania six days later, and Cape Farewell on 2 January, thus making the 

run in 83 days from Beachy Head. 

Sailing as the City of Perth, that ship’s stranding on 14 May 1882 at Timaru has 

gone down in maritime history. But her second entry into the annals of the sea 

occurred on 14 February 1895 when she was sailing as the Turakina and is described 

as follows.  

Much has been written and many a picture painted on sailing ships passing steamers; 

the most famous of which, was when the Cutty Sark passed the 16 knot RMS 

Britannia in the middle watch of 26 July 1889. Sailing ships had often given 

steamers the ‘go by’ but these were normally paddle wheelers or seven knot screw 

http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-420215.html
http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-420215.html
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ships. However, when those ships were 14 knot auxiliary steamers carrying 

passengers and mails, a different perspective emerges; it has been said that many a 

sailing ship master would sacrifice his masts, yards and sails to leave a mail boat in 

his wake.  

However, due to the passage of time certain aspects of history appears to change in 

one way or another, and such variations of a subject can at times leave readers in 

doubt. The reference which follows is in regard to the NZSC ship Turakina 

overtaking the RMS Ruapehu of the same company on 14 February 1895 in the 

Southern Ocean. There are at least two oil paintings made by noted artists depicting 

the famous sea passing, and while the proud Captain Hamon of the Turakina makes 

no secret and gloried on the fact, Ruapehu’s master Captain Findlay claims it was his 

ship that done the overtaking by passing the Turakina; he even sent the following 

telegraph to the United Press in London describing the incident. 

TELEGRAPHIC SHIPPING.  

[PER UNITED PRESS ASSOCIATION.] 

WELLINGTON. Thursday.  

Arrived-Ruapehu, from London, after an uneventful passage. Her dates are London, 

December 13th, Tenerife 20th, Cape January 6th, and Hobart 26th. She brings 2170 

tons of cargo, 151 passengers, and seven prize sheep. Captain Findlay is in 

command, with Mr Noakes (late of the Otarama) as chief officer, Mr Turner (late of 

the Miowera) second officer, Mr Tosswlll (late of the Otarama) third officer, and Mr 

Blackwell (late of the Aorangl) chief steward. The personnel of the engine room Is 

unchanged. On January 14th she passed the ship Turaklna, 56 days out, bound for 

Wellington, and on January 26th the British barque Santa, standing to the west, all 

well. Passengers for Napler-Mrs and Miss Neville, Messrs R. M. Simons and C. E 

Simons 

 

But Captain Hamon’s description of the event varies considerably with Captain 

Findlay’s, and is printed below. 

On 14 February 1895 the Turakina was running her easting down in 46South and 68 

East, while her French speaking master who hailed from Jersey had his ship tearing 

through the Roaring Forties. At 9 am an auxiliary steamer was sighted fine on the port 

bow, and not knowing it was the 4,219 gross ton, 389 foot RMS Ruapehu from the 

NZSC, Captain Hamon ordered all sail to be crowded on. On board the Ruapehu 

meanwhile, which was on passage from Cape Town to Wellington via Hobart, she 
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Top: The full rigged Turakina under all plain sail. 
 
Bottom: the RMS Ruapehu. This photo was taken  after the ’Sail beats steam episode’ and 
after Ruapehu’s main mast had been discarded 
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was at the time supposed to be making 13 knots on the log. Second Mate Mr Turner 

was on the bridge after having just relieved Third Mate Mr Tosswill who had gone 

below for his breakfast. But while the second mate on the bridge and his look-out in 

the crow’s nest had  their eyes peeled looking ahead, Captain Findlay who had just 

come up to the bridge informed Mr Turner - in great disbelief - that a sailing ship was 

approaching fast from astern. Indeed, at such a speed an officer of the watch could 

hardly be expected to be looking for anything abaft the beam, and the same would 

apply to the lookout in the crow’s nest. Rapid messages were conveyed to the engine 

room and shortly afterwards coal was being furiously thrown into the stokehold fires 

to attain maximum speed. Indeed, no captain of any steamer would want to suffer the 

indignity of being overhauled by a sailing ship, and especially when he was the 

victim. At that particular time the Ruapehu had her fore course and topsail set, but 

for fear of being humiliated by the ship coming up from astern, her top-gallant were 

quickly sheeted home. But the increase of speed to 14 knots made no difference as 

Turakina continued reducing the distance. 

Indeed, three hours later at noon when the Turakina had every stitch of canvas up, 

she tore through the water at a supposed 17 knots and finally caught up with the 14 

knot mail boat. She then took her mizzen royal and t’gallant in. With no more than a 

ship’s length between them, the Turakina passed the steamer on her lee side of and 

left her astern. No doubt the crew of the sailing ship trailed a rope over the stern 

inviting the steamer to take a tow; indeed, such was the custom of sail overtaking 

steam. So close were the two ships when the passing took place, that the mail-boat’s 

passengers crowded the rails to watch in disbelief what was the most notable event of 

the passage. So close were the two ships to each other that even the faces of 

individuals could be clearly seen. 

The Turakina then held her own against the illustrious steamer until 9.30 pm. At 

noon on the following day the log revealed the Ruapehu had run 315 miles. (13.1 

knots) At midnight the wind came aft and next morning the Turakina was out of 

sight. The mate of the mail boat said that seeing sail beat steam was a wonderful 

experience – and when he was well out of his captain’s earshot - said he was glad to 

see it. The Turakina held her own for fourteen days and covered the 5,000 miles 

between the meridians of the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Leeuwin in sixteen days, 

her best runs being 328, 316 and 308. 

http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/name-420215.html
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One point of note in that historic ‘sail beats steam’ passing, was the telegraph from 

the Ruapehu to the United Press which states that she passed the Turakina and the 

Santa. It seems strange that such a fast ship passed only two other vessels on the 

passage. Between Cape Town and Wellington there were scores of ships both sail and 

steam sailing across the Southern Ocean, so why was his emphasis on Turakina? On 

the other hand, the 17 knots claimed by Captain Hamon seems to be a rather 

ambiguous. None of the ZNSC ships could ever make such a speed 

But on her next trip in 1896 when captains were changed, the Atlantic weather caused 

so much damage to the Turakina that Captain Power had to put into Rio de Janeiro 

for repairs. An even worse experience occurred in 1898 under Captain Fox when she 

left London for Port Chalmers on April 28; the bad weather started in the Channel and 

the ship which was labouring heavily compelled Captain Fox to take her into Portland 

Bay to shelter. Sailing again on 6 May she then had a most trying experience all the 

way to the Cape where she met a continuance of heavy gales and mountainous seas.  

After passing the equator on 4 June the Cape was reached on 4 July 1898, but there 

she was confronted by a strong north-east gale which gradually increased to force ten 

and beyond. The ship was constantly being battered by heavy seas which smashed the 

skylights, flooded the saloon and carried away the poop rail on the starboard side. The 

gale continued with great ferocity and everything movable on deck was swept away. 

During the height of the storm it was found necessary to lash both men to the wheel in 

order to keep them from being swept away, while oil bags were constantly put out 

both fore and aft. 

The seas were by then terrific, breaking over the ship and washing out the petty 

officers deck-house compartment, sweeping through the galley, the sailor’s foc’sle 

deck-house and doing great damage everywhere. The poop deck skylights and rails, 

topgallant rails and bulwarks had all gone overboard, and the force of the gale almost 

swept the captain, the officer of the watch and the two men at the wheel overboard. 

As there was no sign of the storm abating, Captain Fox managed to heave to under 

bare poles in a great feat of seamanship. This however, was only accomplished with 

the aid of a plentiful supply of oil bags that temporarily moderated the raging seas. 

The crew urged Captain Fox to make for port as they considered the ship was not in a 

fit state to proceed. But things were so bad he didn’t need much coaxing and made 

Algoa Bay where he arrived on 9 July. 

After repairing the damage she sailed again on 18 September 1898 and was met with 
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west and south-west winds across the Southern Ocean. After passing Cape Leeuwin 

the ship again encountered severe south-east gales. She passed the Snares on 3 

November and arrived at Port Chalmers 192 days after leaving London, - the same 

time the whole of a normal voyage from London and back would have taken. On her 

return to London the refrigeration machinery was removed and in 1899 the one time 

pride of the sailing fleet was sold by the New Zealand Shipping Company to the 

Norwegians. The new owner cut her down to a barque rig and re- named her Elida. 

Little is known of her after that, except for her being used as a lumber ship in the 

Baltic. According to Lloyds of London she was broken up in 1914. 
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Turakina  overtaking the SS  Ruapehu 

 
The artist of this painting is unknown, but compared with the photograph on 

the following page, the SS Ruahepu of the day  had two masts.  
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Rangatira 
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Top -  Rangatiri 
 
Bottom -  Rangatiri and Hinemoa 
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Top -  Rangitiri and Southern Cross 
 
Bottom  - Rangitiri and Hinemoa 
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Rangatiri 
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Top -  Rangatira 
 
Bottom  - Remuera 
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Remuera 
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Remuera 
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Top - Remuera 
 
Bottom -  Rimutaka 
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Rimutaka 
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